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T HE 
Earl of E S S E X: 
OR, THE 
AMOURS 
Wa: 


Queen ELIZABETH 


— 


The Firſt Part. 


* 


IEE Peop'e had ſeen Eſſex 
| in Extraordinary Favour 
. With the Queen; and 
were therefore the more Sur- 
priz'd at bis Fall. She had-raiſe:1 
him to the higheſt Dignities of ber 
| A 3 King- 


(2) * 
Kingdom; and he continued then 
General of her Army in Treland, a- 
gainſt the Earl of Hrone, who had 
raiſed a Rebellion there. His endea- 
vours todivert this Misfortune w: re 
vain; and after an obſtinate Re- 
ſiſtance, he was brouaht up to Lon- 
don, and confin'd to his Houſe. 
The Services he h:d done te 
Stite by Iis Valour, were very con- 
ſide rable; but the Favours the 


Queen's peculiar Goodneſs had hea- - 


ped 0) him, proceeded from a fer 
more ſecret Caule, and moie pieſ- 
ſing Motives, Had the Earl of 
Eſſex never ſignaliz'd himſelf by 
the Gloty of his Actions, the Kind- 
ne ſo {he had for him, would have 
made her diftin2uiſh him from the 
reſt of her Subjects; and ?tis certain 
her Affection had made him her Fa- 


vourite, before he could p etend to 
it in the leaſt by his Services. She 


was hizhiy renown'd above the 
Women of her time. for Courage 


and Strength of Mind; yet to) 
weak | 
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weak to be Proof atamnlt the Im- 
preſfi ns of Love. S ne had a paſſi- 
" onate. Tenderneſs for the unfortu- 
- nite Criminal, which was his Ad- 
e vocate, and defended him from the 
- Severity of Juſtice; and was ſo far 
f om taking pleaſure of pub ick Re- 
venge of him, t at She abhoyred 
in her Heart t oſe cruel Maxyns 
that croſs d her Inclinations. 
e _ She kept her Bed to prevent the 
leaſt publik Diſcovery of a Trou- 
r -ble it was nit in her Rower to con- 
c.rcal; and admitting of no Compa- 
f ny but the Counteſs of Wort ingham 
/ 


his f} wo 


(her intimate Confident) She gave 
vent to her Tears, and freely la- 
mented the Misfortune that threat- 
ned the Repole of her Life. 
1 The Counteſs had a little ſuſpect- 
ed the Queen's Inc ination; and 
o thought herſelf oblig'd by power- 
e ful Reaſons to end ot the Myſtery. 
e But this being a tender Point, and 
having to deal with a Princeſs natu- 
„rally of a very high Spirit, the Coun- 
' A4, nes 


640 


zeſs was ſilent. But tie Queen's 


Gr ef was too vio'ent to continue 


long Mute; her Sighs confi m'd 
the Suſp cions of the Counteſs, and 
her Repeating in her Tr. uble, the 
Earl of Eſſex's Name, convinc'd 
the Counteſs of the Truth of what 


til then ſhe had but lightly fan- 


cied. © 

The Counteſs. had that Command 
of herſelf, {he eaſily conceal'd her 
Concern in the Adventure ; and 
appearing Oni'y ſenſible of the 
Trouble of the Queen, ſhe us'd all 
the Art ſhe had, to comfort Her ; 


and fail'd not to put her in Mind, 
h/ ſerviceable on that Occaſion. 


Her Ver. ue might be to her, which 
had alre:dy made her the Wonder 
of che World. | 

Ab, Madam ! (ſiys the Queen, 
interrupting her) Ton do uot yet - 


know me. The Force ] have long put 1 
upon myſelf, hath made you think, 


with the reſt of the World, that the 
Height of my Spirit hath Raiſcd _ 
Me 


ud; 


Me above the Infirmities of Nature x 
and the Greatneſs of wy Thought; 


ſecur d me from the Troubles of 


| Life; but alas ! poir Elizabeth 7s 4 


Slave to her Weakneſs ; and, bath 
all this while bat ſacrificed to Reput a- 
tion all the Quiet of her Soul, and 


 Flappineſs of her Days! 


"Tis hich Time, Madam, to Re- 
veal the Myſtery ! | 
My Heart, Madam, is ſenſible aud 


ſuccepti ble of the deepeſt Impreſſions, 


and what I have in Appearance con- 
demnd moſt, is perhaps, the only thing 
that has moſt power over me. 

De Earl of Eſſex is not leſs Fa- 
mous for the Viory gain'd over my 
Heart, than for his Treaſons againſt 


me: And I who have always main- 
| tained the Frec dom of my Soul, and 

preſer ud the Liberty of my Affection 
From ſubmitting to the Efforts of alt 
the Noted Princes of Europe, an 


the greateſt of my Subjects, kave nom 


the Aisfortune to find my Inlinati- 


ons violently ſmay'd in Favour of 4 


A5 Perſon 


(69 

Perſon, as ungrateful 46 faithleſs. 
You know what I have done to raiſ: 
him; nor can jon be ignorant how ill 
he hath requited me by his Crimes, A 
Man, who being Governor of Ire- 
land, General of my Army, in quiet 
Poſſeſſion of the Beſt Offices of my 
Kingdom, and Maſter of my Afﬀe- 
Gion, yet could not forbear conſpi- 
ring againſt that Authority I was 
but too much inclind to give bim 4 
Share of ; and, perhaps, againſt a 
Life I took no other Pleaſure in, but 
the Opportunities I had by it to make 
his Happ. 
It was not in the Queen's Power 

to ſay one Word more. And the 
Counteſs more than ordinarily con- 
cern'd at the Diſcourſe, became ſo 
much the more curious; and pre- 
tending to comfort the Queen, en- 
gag'd her very dcxterouſly to a 
urther Diſcovery. 
No, Madam, (replies the Queen) 
there's no Hopes of Comfort for me, 
F the k. of Eſſex die: By the Con- 
| ditios | 
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* dition you ſee bis Impriſonment hath 


pat me in, on may gueſs what I am 


. like to be reduc d to by his Death, His 


Crimes I abbcr, but am in Love with 
his Perſon, and find that as 1 have 
been ſo weak to let him know it, I 


| (ball again be ſo weak to pardon him. 


You do not know his Carriage to- 


wards me; and perhaps my Afﬀedct;- 


on will as eaſily find excuſes for his 
Ingratitade, as it did for my Rind- 


 »eſs, I will give you the Relation | 


of it, but conjure you to Reproach 
me ſo plainly with the Shame I e- 
poſe my ſelf to, that I may at laſt pre- 
wail with myſelf to abandon the in- 
gratefulleſt of Men, to ſ%e Rigour 
of his Fate. . LE 
Shall not give you an Account 
of the Intereſt of England, o- 
ther than what the Earl of Eſſex- 


. ſands conecern'd in. I will paſs by 


the Obſtacles raiſed gaiaſt my E- 


ſtabliſhment; and tell you only, X 
quickly“ gain'd» Poſſeſſion of the 


Throne, was ador d by my Peopie, 
_—_ 
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and happy beyond the Hopes of a 
Perſon of my Sex. But Elevation 
is-not always attended with the 
Pleaſure of Life; and that ſmooth 
Gale of Felicity and Repoſe in the 
beginning of my Reign, quickly 
blew over, at leaſt, in my Opinion. 

Being ſettled in my Government, 
I found my Court throng'd with 
Suitors of Sovereign Grandeur, firt- 
ving to merit the Choice it was in 


my Power [at once] to make of 


a Hniband and a King. The Earls 
of Somerſet, Leiceſter, Arundel, and 
Hertford, had the moſt Right to 
pretend to it. But finding myſelf 
diſturb'd by their fmportunities in 


my moſt. ſerious Affairs, and not 


at all inclin'd to entertain their 
Suits. I formerly declar'd to them, 
I delign'd to live fingle, and endea- 


vour'd to make them amends, by 


conſiderable Employments, and 


Alliances I beſtow'd on them: 
Three ci them openly” quitted the 
Hopes they had conceived : Only 


the 


the Earl of Leiceſter, more Ambiti- 


ous, or more Conſtant than the reſt, 
kept a· foot his Pretenſions, and pub- 


lickly continued his Services: But 


it was not ordain'd his Perſeverance 
ſhould te crown'd with the Reward 
of my Affection. 


The Earl of Eſſex having ſigna; 


hiz'd himſelf againſt the rebellious 


Earls of Northumberland and Weſt- 
moreland, made about this time, his 
firſt Appearance at Court, and fo 
tound with more Eaſe, the Secret 
to pleaſe me. 


Thoſe who preſented him to me, 


| ſpoke much in Commendation of 


him. And I was too much an Eye- 


Witneſs of the Merit of his Perſon. 
I look'd upon him as an extraordi- 


nary Man : Nor could I but think 
it equally extraordinary to find my 


ſelf 10 ſtrangely affected with him 
at the firſt Sight. 


The Reception 
I gave him was very ob1iging, and 
the Ack»owledgments he fade me, 


Were full of Reſpect: 80 that for 
the 


10 


the Time, I ſaw no cauſe to check 
my Inclination. . | 
I may date from this firſt View, 
the loſs of my R poſe. I preſent- 
ly fell into a Diſquiet J had till then 
been altogether a Stranger to. And 
in ſpite of niy high Spirit, I could 
not but inwardly acknowledge the 
Cauſe. And all the Effor:s of my 
haughty Humour againſt it, ſerv'd 
only to make the Triumph of the 
Earl of Eſſex the more Glorious. 
„ Lou {ſhould better comprehend 
the Condition I was in, did you 
know the Reſentments of a Great 
Soul, jealous of its Reputation, in 
Extremities of this Nature .; the 
Combat it undergoes, and the Con- 
fuſion that attends the Defence. | 
1 fear d my Eyes would diſcover 
the Pleaſure I took in looking oa 
the Earl of Eſſex, and my Weak- 
neſs. occaſion Diſcourſes in the- 
World, to the Prejudice of my 
Glory. I ſhun'd the Sight of hic, 
but to little Purpoſe, When I we, 
ry'd: 
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ry'd the Idea of him in my Heatt. I 
Was f with my ſelf for it, and 
ſummon'd my Reaſon to my Aſſiſt- 
ance to declare it: But Love had 
ſo violently ſeiz d my Heart, that 
I ſtruggled in vain to diſpoſſeſs him. 

By little and little I yielded my 
ſelf Captive to that powerful In- 
clination which had at firſt Sight 
made me ſo much in love with the 
Perſon of the Earl of Eſſex: And. 
pretending the Services he had 
done me againſt the Earls of Vor- 
thumberland and » eſtmorland, and 
the memory I had of the good Ser- 
vices of his Father, as the Ground 
of my Favour, I made him Kyight 
of the Garter, Maſter of the Horſe, 
and of the Privy Council, tho un- 
der Age. 

Thus did I cheriſh and indulge 
the Weakneſs I had fo long ſtrug- 
gled with, and condemned my 
felf for. The bigker he grew in 
Office, the nearer he was to my 
Perſon ; His Complaiſance, his 

5 Reſpect 
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(12) 1 
Reſpect, his Looks, which to me 
appear'd all kind and languiſhing, 
and eſpecially my Affection, which 
had Fenderneſs enough to give a 
favourable Conſtruction to the leaſt 
of his Actions, conſpir'd to betray 
me. 
Envy raiſed him Enemi-s: The 
Earl of Leiceſter, concern'd to be 
jealous of him, quickly ſuſpected 
the Truth. And looking on the 
Earl of Eſſex as a Perſon of Merit 
capable to croſs his Pretenſions, he 
made it his Buſineſs ro ſupplant 
him; which I pre'ently obſerved. 
I eafily foreſaw the Trouble my 
Fayour might cauſe between Per- 
fons ſo coofiderable : And the bet- 
ter to countenance the Kindneſs I 
had for Efex, I affected a little 
* Complaiſance for Leiceſter, which 
ſomewhat abated the Edge of his 
Jealouſy. : 
About that Time the King of 
 Sweaen, the Emperor for his Son, 
and the Duke of Arjon, made m 
| MY | | their 


| ( 73 
ne their ſeveral Fropoſals of Marriage 
g, whi.h I was forced to receive, but 
ch wanted not Pretences to ſend home 
2 their Ambaſſacors, without any 
{| Frut of their Negotiation. 
yy _ How contrary to the real Motive 
of my Actions were the Interpre- 
e tations Men made of my Refuſal 
Je of Marriage with theſe Princes ! 
d It redounded much to my Honour, 
1e my Glory was increas'd by it, and 
it the World admired my Contempt 
ie ef Love, even then when my Soul 
1t vas wholly poſſeſt by it. 
The Avertion I expreſt for Fo. 
y - reign Alliances, raiſed the Hopes 
F. of the Earl of Leiceſter , and Eſſex 
- _ Tcem'd oveijoy'd at it; Not, ſaid he, 
1 as heard aftcrwards, hut that the 
Qu. zs Liſcreet in all her Actions; 
h a4 her Chiice had ſhe made one, had 
3 ben decent ani juſt ; but that I think 
Her þ fit to rien alone, that I could 
f mot without exiream Trouble. fer her 
= ſpare bir Authorirz, wh 4 Hausband 
: who perhaps would in tim: be hey 


Maſter. The 


143 | 

Tie Conſtruction I made of po kf 

E. of Eſf xs: Zeal, was ſuitable J 
my Affection, and ihe Deſie ' 5 c 
of gaining his Heart, which I de. 4 

| 

fk 

| 
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ſir'd ſo paſh-natciy, that I fancied it 
done, and that the pretended Seve- 
rity that made me {light Kings, was 
the only Thing that "frightned his 
Reſpect, and that he had declared 
his Love to me, could he ha e 
thought he durſt preſume to do it. 
The Duke Ala»ſ»» (not diſcou- 
rag'd by my te uſal of his B other) 
began ſoon after to make Addreſ—ꝛ 
ſes for bimſelf ; and it was not in 
my Power to deny my Conſent 
for his Voyage to London: But 
har Advautages ſoever he plea /- 
i ed in his Favour, certain it is, the 
| Earl of Efjex loſt not any he had 
gain'd over me. The ſlay of that © 
Prince in Exg/and, fortified the © 
Earl's Intereſt, He was conftantly XY 
at wy E bow. When rhe Nukz 
Alanſon ſpoke to me, methoughts 
2 read Reproache: againlt my (elf, 
: in! 
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1 : 15 | 
he in the Eorl of Eſſcx's eyes. The 
to Farl of Zeiceſter watched me as 
il carefully, tho' not with equal Re- 
e gard from me. I raiſed ſo many 
it Difficultics againſt the Duke of 
- Alanſon's Deſign, that he was forc'd 
ds to ceſiſt; and I rid my Hands of 
15 his Perſon and Suit, without giving 
d him C:u'e of Complaint. 

C You know, that after the Death 
of the Qieen of Scots, the King of 
Spain, Wo {till makes himſelf in- 
) QJiſpenſibly ſubject to a neceſſity of 
oppoſing me, entred into a Leigue 
nu ich the Pope againſt me. And ha- 
t ving fill'd the Worla with injurious 
t "Declarations againſt my Right to 
- the Crown, they jomed all their 
2. Forces to put it off my Head. The 
i Spanizrd« made themſelves on the 

t * {:idden Matters of Daventer. The | 
Duke of P4724 laid Siege to Ss. 
I. was high time to provide for De- 
2 Jence; and the Earl of Leiceſter was 
3 Aent away with all the Nobility of 
e Kingdom, in the Head of a 

| nume 


(16) 


numerous Army. The Earl of E(- R 


ſex was one of the Firit to follow 


him; and as ſtrongly inclin'd as 
I was to ft:y him, yet I thought 


the Man I lov'd ought not to be 
idle, when he had Opportunity, by 
Glorious Actions, to merit the Kind- 
neſs I had for him. 

I will not ſpend Time in giving 
you the Relation of a War, which 
perhaps you are ſufficiently inform'd 
of, and concerns not the Secrets of 
my Life. It tended to our Advan- 
tage; all (to the very Winds) ha- 
ving favour*d our Side. When the 
Generals of the Army arriv'd at 
London, I was carry'd in Triumph 
to St. Pauls: Let the Joy I had to 
ſee. the Ex'l of Eſſex, was greater 
than that for the ſignal Victory ob- 


tain'd. Amongſt an iafinite Num- 
ber of Perſons of ſeveral Ranks, 


my Eyes were fix'd only on him: 
And much ado I had, ſometimes, 


cout of Policy, to caſt a Look on 
the Earl of Leiceſter. Both of them 
Sd” a | bad 
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; had done very great ACtions : I 


commended them publickly; and 


particularly joy'd the Earl of Eſſex - 
for the Succ:ls of his Valour and 


Conduct; who ſpoke ſo much in 


Praiſc of the Valour and Conduct 


of the Earl of Leiceſter, that he was 


forc'd in Requital, to do him Right, 


in giving him openly the Elogies he 
del:rv'd. 


Not long after this Expedition, 
the Earl of Ee fell into a very 


deep Melancholly : I was the firſt 


that perceived it; and took it for 


an Etfect of ſore ſecret Paſſion. I 
wiſht now and then he would once 


take the Boldneſs to declare him- 


ſelf, but preſently my Reaſon, upon 


Second Thong his, ſet before my Eyes 


the Confaſion would certainly fol- 


low en Explication of that nature, 
to the Ru nof my Reputation, and 


that high Eſtzem the World had 
: for me; yet (to (p.ak Truth) I 
could not reſolve what to do or 


; 
"* 
* 
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to with : T am in love, I deſired 
tO 


(13) 5 
to be loved again; and that was *. 
all I could make of it. . 

The E of Eſſex in the mean time 
continued ſad; I Was troubled to * 
ſee him ſo ; and fancying myſelf © 
the Cauſe,” I was deſirous to know jt 
it 3 and reſolved to fetch it out of © 
Dim, + | 1 

He had full Liberty of Acces 
to me, and J enlarg'd it daily; but 
not to expole my Reputation, in 
forcing him to declare himſelf, I 
pretended an Inclination to favour 
the Earl of Leiceſter; who, ſince 
"his late Victories, had entertain'd 
new Hopes. 

One Day, as the Earl of Fſſex - 
came to thank me for the Govern- 
ment of Ireland I had beſtowed on 
him, I was loth to loſe the Oppor- 
tunity ; and interrupting What Ig 
would hive f:id in. Acknowledg- 
ment, Toa ned not enlarge JOU? = 
ſc, (laid 1) on a Thing Ian fully 
2 d f. I take Pleaſure in raiſing 
your Firtune, and wiſh I could as 


exfily *- 


| 


ah (19) 
"a; 2 fily remove your Mdancholly, as 1 

an pleaſed to give 4 new Proof of 
ne he Sence I have of your Service, Tour 
to away, in your Tarn, oblige me, (ad- 
elf ded I) who am fallen into a, trouble- 
w me Conjuncture, ava find u very 
of '*etfficu!r to reduce my Affcitions in- 

10 4 Compliance with the Nec-ſſity of 
f, he State 5 i preſſes me hard to 
ut provide England « King; this Choice 
gs difficult, ana I have not a Mind 


ia 15 LP 

to make it among Foreigners: Jou 
ur are diſcreet, and 1 have Reaſon 
#0 believe, not the leaſt loving of 


d- my Subjects, I will take your Ad- 
vice; ſpeak your Mind freely, What 
Man in Eng and ges think beſt de- 
ſer ves this Fortune ? | 

** Tlcok'd on him with that Kind- 
"nels, as would have inſpired the 


N 


moſt FEcarful with holdneſs: I ob- 
5 ſer v'd in his Eyes extraordinary E- 
x O ions, an all the Symptoms of 
7 a Secret ready to break out. The 


„ Foint appear'd tender, and my 
S Imagination flatter'd me, all would 


7 * be 
7 
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be as I wiſh'd. Toar Majeſty's Res 
ſolution, cry'd he, will render a Mun 
more glorious by the Quality of you 
Husbena, than of the greateſt M-. 
narch on Earth. Remember, ail I, 
expect not a Paneg yrick, but Advic 
from you. Ani that your Buſineſs 4 

. preſent is to nominate the Man |: 
am to make Ning; not to commen: | 
his good Fortune in being ſo. I A 
Buſineſs is ſo nice, Madam, replies # 
he, I dire not ſpeak my Mind, tho A 
your Majeſty order it. Did you know, U 
ſaid I, wiat moves me to this Con f 
fidence in you, you would, perhaps, V 

expreſs your ſelf with 4 great des- 
more Freedom; but becauſe to bring © 

you to it, I muſt preceed further, I 
Tell me, whether you think the Eu C 

f Leicelter deſerves to be jour & 
Prince ? The Earl of Leiceller, k 
(anſwers he) 7s nel Horn, and 1 h. 


Perſon of great Merit, , will | 
anſwer the Honour your Majeſty in. ft 
tends him. 1. that all you have to ſay 11 
to me, ſaid 1? Ah, Madam, anſwers © 
tbe 
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„with a Sigh, which made me 
expect ſomething more pleaſing, I 
ſhould have more to ſay toyou for my 
{elf than the Earl of Leiceſter, What 
hinders you? ſaid I. The Reſpect I 
have for your Majeſty, anſwer'd he, 
Jam in Love, Madam, but it is not a 


Thing fitten to make my Queen my 
Confident. I bluſh'd at thoſe Words, 
and was in a Mind not to proceed 
ie; Further. Bur I look'd upon him, 


bo 


and there needed no more to declare 


my Weakneſs : I have that Eſteem 


for you, added I, that I am not un- 
willing to be of your Council. Well, 


Madam ſince you will have it ſo, 
- continues he, I muſt acquaint you 


I am deſperately in Love with the 


Counteſs of Ratland ; and that 1 


cannot live if your Majeſty con- 
ſent not that he ſhall make me 


happy. 
Lou may eaſily gueſs what an A- 


Noniſhment I was in at this explica- 
tion, having upon ſo good grounds 


expected to have heard my felt 


held B named ; 
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22 
named ; it is well for me I had not 
altogether loſt the Haughtineſs of 
my Nature; tHe poor Remains of 
it were my only Helps to preſerve 
me from diſcovering more Weak- 


neſs to the Earl than he had dif- m 


cover'd Love for his Miſtreſs. His 
"Tranſports helpt me to cover mine. 
He perceiv'd not the Blow he had 
given me , and ſacrificing my Grief 
to my Glory, I affected to appear 
calm and unconcern'd, when my 
Soul was full of Trouble and Con- 
fuſion. You have made a very good 
Choice, ſaid I, and the Counteſs of 
Rutland will well deſerve the kind- 
neſs you profels for her. Madam, re- 
plies he, with Satisfaction in his 
looks, which heighten'd my grief, you 
have done more for me, in approvin 

the paſſion I have for the Counteſs o 

Rutland, than you could have done 
had you procur'd me the Empire of 
the Univerſe. It is your Defire then, 
added I, with a Sigh my Deſpair 
torc'd from me, that I ſhould give her 
10 
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Ito you? I deſire any thing, ſays he, 
that may preſerve me from Dying 
for Love of her. Go your way,then, 
faid I, to be rid of him, and eaſe 
my ſelf of the intolerable Con- 
ſſtraint I was under, be afſur'd I will 


oncern my ſelf in your Amour. You 
zall know it in time. But take heed 
you give not the Earl of TLeiceſter 
he leaſt Intimation of the Secret I 
ave imparted to you. Not before I 
ave Orders from your Majeſty, an- 
wer d he, to congratulate his Hap- 
neſs, and pay him the Devoirs of 
n affectionate Subject. 
Had you ſeen with what an Are 
e pronounc'd theſe Words, you 
ould have abhorr'd him for his 
gratitude. As for me, I was left 
ſo deſperate a Condition, it was 
dng e'er I could recover my Reaſon 
tiof the Entanglements of Love, 
uger, and Jealouſie. 
I was partly the Author of my 
lisfortune, by calling to Court the 


unteſs of Rutland, after her Hul- 
B 2 band's 


band's Death, without conſidering 
{he was one of the handſemeſt La- 
dies on Earth ; and but ſixteen 
Years old. I have not obſerv'd any 
particular X,j»dneſs the E. of Eſſex; 


had for her: He viſited her as other 
Ladies of the Court, But their In- 
trigue was my ſterious; and the 


more ſecurely it was carry'd, the 


Engagement was the ſtronger, and 
the Affection more tender. 


It is impoſſible to expreſs the 


Trouble I was in, when Anger ſeiz. 
ed the Place Grief had poſleſt in m 
Heart. Tho' the Earl of Eſſex hac 
been ignorant of his goed Fortune 
| 1 could not forbear reproaching 
kim for {lighting it as he did, and 
forgot not to charge him wit 
Treachery and Ingratitude. Bu 
when I confpder'd he was ſo far from 
apprehending my Meaning, th: 
he was gone directly to make a {0 
lemn Tender of his Love to anc 
ther, and carry her the joyful Neu 
ef his Succeſs with me; I reſolvy 
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ed at leaſt to delay the Pleaſure of 
it for a time, and went out of my 
Cloſet into my Chamber, to caix 
ea him back. I thought I heard the 
Earl of Leiceſter's Voice and hig 
ex} in the Anti-Chamber ; and going 
zer to the Door, found I was nog 
miſtaken. Leice ſter's ſealouſie had 
in all probability, made him watcli 
the Eſſex as he enter'd my Chamber ; 
and when he ſaw him return with 
Satisſaction in his Looks: You are 
ny happy, ſays he, in a Privilege, ca 
2 entertain the Queen as loug as you 
pleaſe; when others who as paſſion - 
ately deſire it, can't obtain that Hap-. 
pineſs for a Moment. 'm perſuaded 
replies Eſſex, you better deſerve it; 
and make no doubt but you will find 
more Pleaſure in it. Pit leave you at 
liberty to go in ſearchoſ it; and you 
may do me a Favour not to ſtay me, 
being calPd another way, on a very 
preſſing Occaſion. He had no ſooner 
{aid ſo, but he went his way; and 
# Lwas ſo confounded with this new 
B.3. Sight, 


(26) 


her Beauty ; and that ſhe knew not 

my Concern for her Servant. 

The Earl of Leiceſter having at 
his entrance perceiv'd me in Diſ- 
order, durſt not take Notice of 
it, but after a ſhort Viſit with- 
drew. 

A little before, I had ſent to con- 
gretulate the King of Navarre, up- 
on his coming to the Crown of 

France and having Intelligence 

he wanted Aid to ſecure his Go- 

vernment, I reſolved to ſend him 

ſome under the Conduft of the E. 


of Eſſex, in hopes his Abſence might 
cure me. I would have perſuaded 
my lel', the Cauſe of my removing 


him on That Occaſion, was my 


Deſire to forget him; but upon ſe- 


Sight, I ſcarce knew where I ſtood. 
Having at laſt recover'd my Rea-? 
fon, 1 had the Diſcretion to hide} 
my Weakneſs. Preſently my An- 
ger would have vented it ſelf on 
the Counteſs of Rutland: But I} 
conſider'd her only Crime was 


© <2 awe i2acqQ aA 


. 
cond Thoughts, I muſt confeſs, it 


Was rather the Deſire of removing 


him out of the Sight of a beloved 


Rival. 


Being reſolv'd on the Point, I 


haſten'd the Execution, and having. 


order'd the Earl of Eſſex to attend 
me; You love Honour, ſaid I to 
him, and I cannot think you will pre- 
fer the Pleaſure of {ighing before a 


. Miſtreſs, to the Opportunities of ac- 


quiring Glory : T have provided One 
for you ; and am reſolved you ſhall 
command rhe Troops I ani fending 
to the French King. To fortifie 
therefore yourſelf againſt the Trou- 
b'es of Abſence, you need only think. 
of the Pleaſure of a Return. His An- 
fwer was only Sighs, and that paſ- 
ſionate Language made me haſten 
his Departure, 

Soon after the Counte's of Rut 


land (whom, I could not forbear 
uſing very mildly) deſir d leave to 


o into the Country à conſidera- 
le diſtance from London. I kad 
B.4 then 
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then ſo little love for her, I did not 


deſire to have her near me, but rea- 


dily conſented ſhe ſhould retire. 


The hopes ſhe had to ſee the Ear! 
of Eſſex return, ſupported her ſo, ” 
that ſhe, with much Moderation, . 
faw him take his leave: But I am $ 
aſſur'd by experience, the Grief for 
his Departure, equalPd at leaſt, 


the Hopes tor his Return. 
When he was arriv'd in France, 
Fame ſpoke aloud in Commendati- 


on of him ; his Abſence alter'd not 
my Affection; and in ſpite of all 1 


could do to the contrary, I had a 
ſenſible Pleaſure to hear him com- 
mended. 


Had I been deſir'd, I ſhould have 
call'd him home as ſoon as France | 


was in Peace: But I fent him new 
Orders to join Admiral Howard, 


who was going for Spain; and I | 


gave him the like Commiſſion for 

this Expedition, as ſor that of France. 

He did Wonders in Spain, and his 

ungle V alaur irightned the 40 | 
An 
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10t And having taken Cales, and pi“ 
ea · lag'd the Coaſt of Portagal, he put 
again to Sea for England. The. 
ar! Fleet was ſcatter'd by a Storm, and 
ſo, we had News the Earl of Eſſex was 
n, loſt, Then it was I knew better 
m © than ever, the Kindneſs I had for 
* him; I could no longer perſuade 
myſelf that his Indifference for me 
deſerv'd mine for him. 

I accus'd the Sea a Thouſand 
times, for having taken too unrea- 
ſonable a Revenge of me, and was 
under Sufferings more cruel than 
Death, til News was brought me, 
that by: the Aſſiſtance of the Admi- 
ral of -Holland, he was arriv'd at 
Plymouth, from whence, in a few 
Day, he came to Court. 

To ſhew you how little Reaſon + 
„we have, when we are in Love, 
| K and how fickle. are the Reſoluti- 
ons of a tende Heart, tho' pro- 
volk d by Slights and Contempts: Tt 
had lamented the Death of the Ear 
ol Eſſex, and receiv'd- the News 
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C30) | 
of his being alive with a Thouſand? ; 
Tran ports of Joy. I was extreamly? p 
pleas'd with the Report of his Ar- 
rival at London. But when I conſi. b 
der'd I ſhould fee him full of Tode ; 
for another, and that, perhaps, 
ſhould not be able to conceal my 
Jealouſy, I was tempted to order | 
him to give the Council aw Account? | 
of his Condad?, and not admit him 
into. my Preſence. I was ſometimes | 
of the Opinion, I ſhould be able to 
do ſo; but this weak Heart of mine, 
{o prepoſſeſt in Favour of him, re- 
volted againſt all my Reſolutions: ; * 
I muſt follow my Inclinations, and 
fee the molt dangerous Enemy of 
my Repoſe, the Froubler of my 
Reſt. He came to Mhite- Hall; 1 
admitted him to my Preſence; I 1 
look'd upon him, and in ſpite of «ll © 
my high Spirit, he ſaw nothing but 
Kindneſs in all my Actions. 
3 


Lou may foon imagine what an 
agreeable Surprize it was to me, 
to find, at our firſt Conference, 


nſi. 
ove? 


nys 
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ny that Abſence had wear'd his Affe- 
Ar. ions from the Counteſs of Rut- 
land. He appear d no longer in 
that lauguiſbing Melancholly I ob- 
I ſerv'd' him in before his Depar- 
ny. ture. He had Satisfaction in his 
Looks. The Air of his Actions 
„„ were ſmooth and calm. And I 
im fancyd as much Joy in his Face, 
tho' the Counteſs of Rutland was 
abſent, as I felt in my ſelf, at the 
Expliration he made. I ſee you a- 
gain returnd with Victory, (ſaid I) 
„but am. ſorr) it is not in my Power to 
reward your Toil with the Sight of 
= theCounteſs of Rutland. But if an 
7 thing Jaan do, can comfort you. — I 
am eafily comforted for her Alſence, 
when I am permitted to. ſee your Ma- 
jeſty, anfwer'd he. I have xo Paſſion 
nom but for the Glory of ſerving your 
Majeſty ; and the Counteſs of Rut- 
land i, nom to me no more than o- 
ther Ladies of the Qurt. Are you- 
10 longer in Love with the Counteſs 
of. Rutland? reply d between 
97 


N (32.9 
Joy and Diſtruſt. You haue ſpoben 
it too ff When you ſee ber again — © 
When I ſee her again, ſays he, inter- 
rupting me, it ſtall be without thoſe * 
Tranſports I expreſt for her, not for- © 
getting the ReſpeF due to your Ma- 
jeſty. What, aniwerd'l, are you not 
afraid of' the reproaches of a provot'd © 
Miſtreſs £ No, Madam, ſaid he, in 
a free and unconcern'd' Manner; 4 
I am concern d for is to do my Duty, | 
and approve my ſelf worthy your Ma- 
jeſtys Favour. This, anſwerd I, 
deſerves my Acknowledgment ; and © 
Time ſhall” let you fee Jam not un- 
gratefal. 
Thus did the Earl of Eſſex aſſure 
me he was curd of his firſt Paſſi- 
on ; and I was in Hopes, tit 
might be in my Power to fee 
him one Day entertain another. 
A Week. after, he defird Leave 
to go into the Country, about 
his private Affairs: He was ab- 
ſent a Fortnight ; and returned | 
more 
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ſome Days murmuring, he held his 


more calm and unconcern'd than 
- & cVcr, 
— TheEarlof Leiceſter had doubled 
his Importunities in the Abſence : 
of the Earl of Eſſex in France and 
Spain ; and obligd me at laſt, ta 
t put him out of Hopes. He is natu- 
4 rally bold, and was ſo blown up 
hn with the Opinion. of the Glory he 
bad gaind by ſome late Atchieve- 
„ ments, that he proceeded to telling 
me plainly, He was jealous of the 
l, Earl of Eſflex ; and would have 
4 made a Crime of the Diſcourſe I 
told you of, paſt between them, as 

* Efex left my Chamber. The An- 
e © ſwer I made him, was an abſolute 
Command, He ſhould be ſilent ; 
it which was ſo far obey'd, that after 


e 

Peace. Yet this put me in mind to 
e obſerve ſome Meaſures, and not to 
t follow openly my Inclinations. 

- > Things continued in this State, 
d till the Troubles of Ireland. I 
e had often opend my Mouth to 
let. b 


: 
| 
\ 
| | 


| (34) 
let the Earl of Eſex know the Ad- 
vantage he had over me; but Mo- 
deſty ſhut it __ ; yet ſeeing him 
under a Neceſſity for going for Jre- 
and, when the Earl of Tyrone had 
raisd a general Rebellion, I had not 
the Power to let him take his leave 
without acquainting Him, Te 
Kingdom was at hit Command. Up- 
on the firſt News of the Troubles, 
he threw himſelf at my Feet, beg- © 
ging the Honour of my Command, 
to go and quiet thoſe Ditor7ers. © 
Los have done enough, (aid I, and 
there's no need you ſhould by expoſing | 
Jour ſelf to new Dangers, oblige me 
to new Acknowledgments. I doubt | 
not, Madam; anſwerd he, but the © 
Favour I beg of your Majeſty, wil! 
be envy d me ; but I take the Bold- 
meſs to ſay, Hour Majeſty cannot refuſe 
it me, without doing your ſelf Injury: | 
It being an occaſion may contribute | 
#0. my meriting the Favour jou have | 
already honour d me with, — -The 
Ardor you expreſs for undertaking 8 
Great | 


Great Actions, (replied I) is not per- 
Hhuaps ſo pleaſing as you imagine ; 
and all the good that may redound 

2: to England thro' your Valour, is leſs 


(35) 


confiderable than the Trouble is 


given me, who takes leſs Care of 
my Crown than your Life. 
2: Ambitious : Yet—Ah ! my Lord, 
fave me the Confuſion of a more 


am 


particular Explication of what you 


ought, and might eaſily have long 


fince underſtood. [I might, perhaps, 


' preſume too far in my Wiſhes, ſays * 
= Wiſh: 


the Earl, in ſome Diſorder. 


boldly, eryd J, love you; and if 


Bluſk to tell you ſo, tis not that 


I am either aſhamd, or repent of 


it, You may believe this Acknow- 
ledgment a very hard Task for a 
Perſon of my Humour, who have 


feen you ſigh for another, when l 


flighted Kings for your ſake, and 
would have facrified more to 
What, Madam. 
(cry'd he, like a Man aſtoniſh'd) 
Have you lou'd me, and I been ſo 

Unfor- 


your Satisfaction. 


, 
| l 


'K 


ö 
| 
- 
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| E 
Unfortunate to make my felf un- 
worthy your Kindneſs by thoſe 
Sighs I now diſavow.? Did my Eyes 
never tell you what I look d for in 
yours ? ſaid I. I never had the 
Boldneſs, anſwer d he, to make any 
ſuch Conſtructions of your Looks. 
Your Fear was the effect of Indit- 
ference, ſaid I, but no more of what 
is paſt. Tell me now, can ye love 
me? Rather ask me, Madam, an- 
ſwers he, if all the Aﬀections of 
my Soul can merit your Love, and 
whether the Earl of Lezcefter, whom 
you deſign to make the happieſt Man 
on Earth, ſhall not carry the Day 
irom me. The Earl of Leiceſter, 
ſaid I, was but a Pretence to make 


you ſpeak; I told you then truly | 


the Thoughts I had of you; my 


. 1 R. 


Trouble for you was not ſmall, both | 


ia your Abſence, and ſince your Re- 


turn; but all is forgotten. Be hence- 
forth as I wiſh; and doubt not of 
deing Happy. Fe 


He. 
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He anſwer'd me with ſome Dif- 


order, which I fancied the Effect of 


unexpected Joy, I thought it time 
to be no longer {crupulous ; and 
that it was in vain to have any Re- 
ſerve when I bad ſaid ſo much, I 
muſt not let you go under any Un- 
certainty, proceeded I, but to con- 
vince you clearly of the Truth of 
what I have ſaid, take this, ſaid I, 


delivering him a Rsxg, as the higheſt 


= * 2 


Mark of my Favour, keep it as a 


Pledge of my Kindneſs ; which [ 


conjure you to preferve in the State 
it is in, and on that Condition, I 


| promiſe you, never to deny you any 
thing you ſhall defire of me, when 
you ſhew me this Ring, tho it colt 


me my Life and Fortune. 


His Joy and Acknowledgments 


at receiving the Ring, were in Ap- 


pearance, extraordinary and unpa- 
relle d; and attended with Promiſes 
of as bigh a Nature. 

He went for Ireland in few Days, 


| leaving me fully perſwaded his 


Thoughts 


(33 ) 
Thoughts watebolly taken upwith} 
me. Bar he bad ſcarce advanc'd up 
to the Rebels but he « as Charg d 
with all the Crimes which occaſion d 


his Impriſonment, and that of the | 
Earl of Southampton. Then it was 
I began to repent I had not given} 
Ear to the wholeſome Advice Ceci! 
would bave given me, concerning 


the ſecret Conduct of the Earl of 
' 
In a Word, while my Thoughts 


were wholly imploy'd bo make his 


Fortune glorious, he was Plotting 
with the Earl of Tyrone, to ſur- 
prize and make me Priſoner 1 in this 
Palace. 


You know the reſt, Madam, his 
obſtinate Reſiſtance, his want of 


Refpe& for my Orders, his impri- | 


— — 


a cc cu ice. M e 


foning my Miniſters, his murther- | 


ing my Soldiers, and his intollera- 
ble Pride in all his Misfortunes. 
Thus ended the Queens Diſcourſe, 


which having call'd freſh to her 
Mind all that had paſs'd between | 


Her 


(39) 


Her and Eſex, ſhe was more trou- 


* bicd than ever. h 


The Countefs of Nottingham had 


4 heard her with Attention ſuitable 
to her great Concern in the Diſ- 
# courfe, She, as well as the Queen, 
bad been in Love with the Earl, and 
advancd many Steps, but in vain, 
to raiſe a Paſſion in him. And hav- 
ing newly underſtood the Caufe of 


his ſlighting her, it added infinitely 
to her former Reſentments. 

She had no Mind to condemn the 
Queen's Weakneſs, knowing herſelf 
guilty of the like; nor was ſhe in- 
clin'd to ſpeak in Favour of a Man 
who was grown fo much the more 
Odious to her, as ſhz had formerly 
paſſionately lov'd him. She thought 
it ſufficient to comfort the Queen 


with Diſcourſes ſeeming to ariſe on- 
ly from Zeal for her Service, when, 


in Truth, her Thoughts were 
wholly bent for the Ruin of an in- 


grateful Lover, who, in her judg- 


ment, 


| (49) 
| ment, deferv'd nothing but Hatred 

gag t her Hands. f 
| Tho Love thought not fit the 


Earl of .Efex ſhould admire the | 
Counteſs of Nottingham ; yet ano- 
ther was her Captive, whoſe Cha- 
racer did, in a manner, make her | 
amends, it was Secretary Cecil, who, 
amidſt his great Offices, and the 
Gravity that became them, diſcover d 
in the Beauty, Ingenuity, and high 
Spirit of the Counteſs of Nottixg- 
bam, ſome Charms, that made him 
capable of a ſtrong Paſſion for her; 
which was heightned by the Hatred 
both of them had profeſs'd againſt 
the Earl of Efex, Cecit having al- 
ways look d on him as the invincible 
Obſtacle of his ambitious Pretenſions 
and the Counteſs had againſt him all 
the Rage and Averſion that uſtally | 
ſucceed Kindneſs abus d. 

They were glad of the Impriſon- 
ment of the Earl of Eſſex, but the | 
favourable Inclinations the Queen 
expreſt for him, alarm'd them. 

e 
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The Counteſs had no ſooner len 


leave of the Queen, but ſhe gave Ce 

| eil an Account of all ſhe had learnt. 
Having confider'd the Conſequences, 
they concluded it neceſſary, while 


their Princeſs ſigh d ſecretly for the 


! Prifoner, means ſhould be found by 


private Ways, and in artful Conduct 
without their appearing to haveany 
ſuch Deſign, to take away the 
Mercy which Love might inſpire 
into her. 

Cecil, for the firſt Step, preſs d 
the Queen to bring Eſſex to his 
Trial; and causd certain News 
of his Death to be ſpread through- 
out England. 

. Efgex, in the mean time, was bu- 


_ ried with Thoughts of more Weight 


than thoſe of his Life. He knew 
well enough the Queen lov'd him, 
and knew as well he had deceiv d 
her; and that ſhe mighe, with a 
great deal of Juſtice, not only re- 
proach, but condemn him. 


ws, 


(42) 
e Queen had not feen him 
«ice his going into Ireland, but ha- 


vingnot the Power to give him up | 


to his ill Fortune, without having 


heard him, She reſolv d to go to his 


Houſe, where he was Priſoner, to 
reproach him as he deſervd, and 
endeavour, if poſſible to find him 
innocent. 

Tis not far from Mhite- Ball to E, 
ſex-houſe ; and the Queen took ſo 
good Order in the Matter, that no 
Notice was taken of the Undecency 
of the Viſit. Having been introdu- 
ced by her Confidents alone into 
WW the Chamber of the Criminal, He 
was ſurpriz d at the Preſence of the 

Queen; the languiſhing Condition 
ſhe was in, made her ſigh, all went 
for him, and the Victory ſeem d 
eaſy. He ſaluted her with a pro- 
found Reſpect; and then fixing on 
her Face thoſe Eyes of his, which 
ſo often charm'd her, he fetch'd 


Wl ſome Tears from hers. Well, my 


| | Lord, {ſays ſhe, drying them) you 
| | {ce 


(43) 
ſee what I do for you, notwithſtand- 
og all the Crimes | can reproach 
you with, lam come with a Deſgn 
to hear you, if you have any thing 
to ſay to jultify your ſelf. I have 
lovd'you too well, not to wiſk it 
above all things; and, weuld Hea- 
hen were pleasd your Juſtification 
night be purchasd with any the 
hoſt precious Thing in my Power. 
y greateſt Crime is, that I thought 
myſelf too happy, Madam, replies 
be Earl, ſighing, Had you reſted 
there, ſaid the Queen, I ſhould have 
been too well ſatisfy'd to complain 
f you, but to believe yourſelt hap- 

„was It meceſſary you ſhould be- 
ray me? And muſt you needs have 
nade uſe of violent means, to make 
jourſelf Maſter of a Fortune I was 
Willing to (hare with you? What 
aſon had you to ſeek Protection of 
ie Kings of Scotland and Spain ? 
id my Intereſtt oblige you to Cor- 
tpondencizes with Tyrone > And 
as it for the Safety of my Perſon, 
ven 


E (44) 
you defign'd to make me your Slave, R 
and his, All you have done ſince tiÞ'm 
my Subjets, againſt my Orders; AreP a 
thoſe the Expreſſions of y our Re- 
Joe# : Is it by Fury and Treaſon youl 
ſhew your Zeal for me and the Pub. 
lick > Or is all we have ſeen and] I. 
Beard of you but Illuſion and Fan- 
cy? Nie, Madam, replied the Earl, 
#hoſe Accuſations of Treaſon and ill 
Deſigns, have run me upon the deſ-| 
perate Reſiſtance I made. Ton hade 
been pleas d to heap Favours upon le. 
Me, and I, too proud of what I {ove 
little deſerud, flatter d myſelf with 
be Expect ation of « Thouſand Plea- 
ſures which you had not abſolutely [4 
forbid me to hope for. This let looſe 
the Envy and Jealouſy of others a- Uri 
gainſt my good Fortune, They abus d 
you Majeſty with Miſtmnſormations || no 
and I had the Misfortune to be aſſu- m 
red, your Majeſty had order d I ſhould ver 
be arreſted ; altbho my Innocence: bat 
would have perſwaded Me the con- an- 
trary. I confeſs, Madam, I was in Ir 
Rage 


(45) 
e, Rage, to ſee my Enemies inſult over 

tome ; being abandon'd by your Majeſty, 

re and on 4 point of ſuffering. perhaps, 

e · a ſbame ful Death; Ithonght it neither. 
ou ſor my Reputation, nor your Majeſty's 

b. Honour, I ſbould die as a Criminal. 

aa This put me upon having recourſe to 

thoſe Succours and Aſſeſtance they re- 

proach me with, and the Reſolution I 
took to go ont of England, in hopes to 
confound my Accuſers, but I faund all 
de the Paſſages ſtopt, and I muſt acknow- 
on ledge in that deſperate Condition, I 
ſofvented my Fury by taking Revenge on 
th Hour Miniſters, They, Madam, and 
4- enly they, were the Objects of the Re- 
ly Vellion ] am charg d with. My deſign 
ſe I wat, that only they, who had ſo induſt- 
. riouſiy Iabour d to make me appear guilty 
*d ſhould do me right, in declaring my In- 
| nocence, and permit me to lay it, and 
y Life, at your Majeſty's Feet, I ne- 
d ver doubted but your Majeſty would 
2 N have done we the Honour to hear me, 
„ · and that by a clear diſcovery of the 
4 Trutb. 1 ſhould have certaiuly (on- 
oeſfl + -.- 5 founded 
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founded the envy of my Enemies. But | 


their Malice hath had the Succeſs to,, 


fee me a Priſoner, vated by my Sove- | 
reigu, deſpit d by the World, aud made | 


a Sacrifice to their Rage 3 and nom 


what remains but that [receive the Sen- 
rence of my Death pronounc'd by them, , 


and te Cobham, Cecil, Raleigh, and N 
their Fellows, ſhare the Favours you | 
honour'd me with? Tou are well aſſur d 
J hate you not, ſays the Queen in- 
terrupting him: But ſhould I believe 
| nous? Vet ſhould I not believe you 2 | 
Can I give you up to the ill Fate that 


threatens you * I (hall nevèr murmur | 
againſt your Majeſt s Orders, replies |... 


the Earl, but ſubmit to them readily, | 


whatever they be. But Iconfeſs it would , 


male me mad, ſhould my Enemies have | 
ihe Advantage to condemn me. 
The E. of Efex knew the weak | 
Side of the Queen; and eaſily re- 
viv'd in her that Tenderneſs he had 


formerly inſpir d her with. Vo, ſays | 


ſhe, (having paus da while) you [ball 
wot Die. Makenſe of your Advantages, fi 


( 47 9 
Triumph over a Heart whoſe Inclink- 
tions you very well know. I will believe 
your Intention leſs criminal than they 
appear, but, my Lord, I conjure you, 
by that Kindneſs. of which you have 
; ſuch particular Experience, that you 
Ve me no Cauſe to repent of it, trou- 
be not your ſelf for Reputation and 
Honour, I will take Care to repair it, 
jard before two Days be over, I will re- 
ſtore you to the higheſt Place you ever 
2 under me. | 
Eſſe æ, tranſported with Joy for 
the happy Saccefs of this Confe- 
frence, affected the Queen ſo much 
4 with ſubmiſſive Acknowledgments, 
1 | that he reſtor d his Spirits 5 a per- 
fect Tranquility. At parting, ſhe 
promiyd to call a Council on the 
orrow, and in a glorious Manner 
to declare him Innocent, 
y As ſoon as it was Day, ſhe ſent for 
Cecil, and the Counteſs of Mo ing- 
121 aw waited on her. Having told 
hem in few Words, of a great Con- 
, | Tick paſt between her Juſtice and her 
k C2 Auler. 7 


(48 ) 
Mercy, ſhe concluded for the latter, 
and order'd Cecil to ſummon the | 
Council, that ſhe might declare to 
them the Den (ſhe had to ſet Eſſex | 
at Liberty, aſſuring him ſhe had in- 
vincible Reaſons for doing ſo. This 
as a mortal Blow to the ambitions | 
Cecil, and the Counteſs of Nottinp- | 
ham, They preſently look d on one | 
another, as if they would haveask'd | 
each others Advice what Courſe to be | 
taken. Afterwards they ſpoke to the 
Queen in hopes todivert her, but ſre 
was inflexible, and Cecil was forc'd to 
order an extraordinary Call of the 
Council. | | 
But while the Earl of Eſſexs 
_ Enemies thought his good Fortune 
on the Point of being reconcil'd. to | 
him, Chance labour'd for 'em with 
unexpected Succeſs. | 
As the Queen was going to Coun- 
eil, Word was brought her, the bi 
Counteſs of Rutland delird to wait} 
on her. The Queen bluſh'd, remem- 
bring what had paſs'd, and looking 
Ons 
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on the Requeſt as unſeaſonable and 
unlucky, ſhe thought to have put off 
theCounteſt to another time, butconſi- 
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dering ſhe us d not to deny any Per- 


ſon Acceſs, and that the Counteſs 
of Rutland was a Lady of the beſt 
Quality, ſhe commanded ſhe ſhould 
be admitted, and the Counteſs im- 
mediately enter'd, 


Tho her eyes langviſh'd, her looks. 


were (ad, her Dreſs and her Gate very 
| careleſs, yet her Beauty was conſpi- 
cuous, and moving: Shethrew her- 
ſelf at the Queen's Feet; and with 
| extremity of Grief in her Looks, 
Madam, (ſays ſhe, with a great deal 
of Pain) I come to implore your Ma- 


jeſty s Goodneſs for the On fortunate 
Earl of Eſſex. — For the Earl of 
Eſſex, Madam, anſwer'd the Queen? 


* How come you concern d for bim, who 
. | bath quitted you with ſa much Indif- 
! ference after ſo many Promiſes of ex- 
| traordinary Kindneſs * I expeFed you 
were rather come to join your Reſent- 
ments with mine, and deffre me to take 
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« full Revenge for the Injury done 16 


your Beauty. No, Madam, anſwer d 


the Counteſs, not the Tranſports of a 
forſaken Miſtreſs have brought me now 


into your Majeſty's Preſence, but the 
tender Affection due from a virtuous 
Wife th a Husband 


add to our Guilt ; but tis nodall;ing 


for thoſe who are on the Brink of Deſ-| 
truttion. 1acknowledge, Madam, that | 
after a thouſand Croſſes, we had that]; 
tender Kindneſs one for the other, 
that we married privately, contrary | 
to the Reſpect due to your Majeſty. | 
This, Madam this only, and bis Fear | 


f your Ma eſtys juſt Indignation, put 


the Earl of Eſſex upon ſeeking Revenge 
out of your Dominions : - He thought 


it fit I ſhould go out of them, but never 
fiarbour d a 7 hought of conſpiring a- 


gainſt your Majeſty, However, this | 
bath ruin d us, and if yon protect not 
an unfortunate Perſon, whom you | 


bave ſo: much honour d, He is irre- 


coverably. 


ſhe lone; in beg- 
ging for the Earl of Eſſex, I beg for 


mine. This Confeſſion may, perhaps, 


| 
F 
f 
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CSE 
ver ably loſt: Confider, I beſeects 
you, Madam, that few Drops of Blood 


at your diſpoſe, and a poor Life you 


are Miſtreſs of, are not a Ke 
ſuitable to the Grandeur of a Queen 
ador d for many Virtues, yet chielly 
for your 7 Clemency , 

The Queen was ſo aſtoni ft at the 


Diſcourſe, that the Counteſs had 
Liberty to end without interruption, 
But this was ſad News to a Heart 
latelv full of the Delights of a pleal- 


ing Reconciliation. What a Torrent 


of Anger overtowed her Conſtancy: 


'A Queen as the was, high ſpirited, 

haughty, and paſlionateſy ia Love; 
to ſee herſelf thusinevitably betray d, 
and to find it out at a time, when a 
blind Credulity had tified all former 
' Reſentments : "Yet the forced herſelf 


to Diſſemble her Grief; and fixing 
2a ſevere Look on the Counteſs of 


| Efex: The Life you Beg of me, ſays 
| oe is not in my Powe r. The Peers are 

tis Judges. Ah! Madam, cryes the 
Counteſs, 2 FHusband is Jo, if you 
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give him up to their Fury + Their Jea 
louſy will do that which Juſtice cannot 
— Why ſhould you Trouble your ſel 
f he be not guilty * ſaid the Queen.] 
Tho I am well ſatisfy d of his Inno- 
cence, Madam anſwers the Counteſs, 
get your Cruel Miniſters are not diſk 
pos d to belicve it. Led me then intreai 
you, Madam, if your Majeſty will 
grant me no more, yet will be pleas d | 
to Allow me the Priviledge of being 
put into the ſame Priſon with him. If 
aur as Criminal as He, and perbapiÞ 
more. I wiſh it in my Power to grantÞ 
Jour Deſires ſays the Queen, but com 
mon Policy forbids any Correſpondence 
to be allom d between ſo confiderablep 
Perſons, in your Circumſtances :F 
You may, if you pleaſe, wait his FateÞ 
and your own, in a Chamber in this} 
Palace. Ah! Madam, replies the] 
beautiſul C unteſt, conſider the laſt 
Favour I beg of you is, that I may 
be put into Irons: Can you appre-}} | 
hend we ſhall attempt any thing a- 
gainſt you in ſo deplorable an Eſtate: 
| Thuk 
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8 
This is the Eve of our greateſt Di- 
ſaſter: That barbarous Jjuſtice, to 
which you abſolutely commit the 


4 care of your Vengeance, will to Mor- 
„ em, perhaps, part us for ever, deny 


us not, at leaſt, the comfort of mix- 
1:0 ing our laſt Tears, What can you 
77 fear from a Grief without Power — 
I fear being troubled with it, and I will 
be Obey d, anſwers the angry Q and 
goes away into her Cloſet, while the 
| Conmteſ# of Eſſex was carry d to a 
Chamber, where ſhe. was left under 
Guard. 

Wy Never was Fury equal to the 
„ Queen's. The Madneſs the was in, 
to ſee herſelf deceiv'd, made her 


A for ſome time forget all her Tender 
8 1 r ly 
to neſs. Her Thoughts were whe * 


bent on Revenge, and giving up to 
the Severity of juſtice, a guilt) Per- 
ſon the had fo paſſionately loved. 
1 Death, ſays ſhe, hall be the Reward of” 
J | bis Ingratitude, and I will make his 
Dꝛuniſbment an Example to the Uni- 


verſe. 
Baka C 5; With: 


z 
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With theſe Thoughts:ſhe came to 
the Council. When ſhe had declard 
herſelf, the Peers were named for! 
Trying the Earls of Eſen and! 
Southampton. Arm'd as ſne was with 

+ Reſolution to do it, ſhe trembled at} 
the doing, and could not forbeat 
mixing ſome amorous Sighs-with the! 
wolent Expreſſions her anger forc d 
fromher. She withdrew under avery| 
great Trouble, and admitted noVifith 
for feveral Days. 

Tis hard to expreſs whata ple. 
ſant Surprize it was to Cecil, to feef 
the Queen angry, and declare lerſelf| 
againſt Eſex, whom he thought ſhe 
reſolv'd to Pardon. He carry'd the | 
Nes to the Counteſs of Nottingham,, 
who was as Joyful at it, as acroel| - 
Perſon could be on ſuch an Occafion, | 
Yet- they could not think all ſure, | 
while the Earl of Eſex. was only | 
Priſoner- in his Hoaſe, from whence 
his friends, if minded te do it, might 
get: him out. They. concluded to 
take the Opportunity: of. the Queens 

Anger 
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to Anger, to obtain her Order for put- 
d ting bim into the Tower of London; 
bf which Cecil, under a Cloak of Zeal 

for her Majeſty's Ser vice, eaſily gxin'd 
th and readily executed. The Earl of 
”  Effex was ſo generally belov'd; and 
No Cecil, fearing Commotions and Tu- 
0 mults if he ſhould be carry d through 


the City, order d him to be ſent to 
the Tower by Water, which was ac- 
cordingly done. | 

The Earl of Eſex, not able to 


guess at the Cauſe of a Succeſs ſo* 
6 unſuitab le to the Promiſes of the 
ws Queen, prepar d himſelf for the 


' ' worſt that might happen; and in 
WF few Days had Reſolutions enough 
*, to bear his Misſortunes. The Seen 


el was a$ full of Trouble, as Cecil and 
".F the Countefs of Notting bam were of 
e 


Hopes to fee their common Ene ny. 
condemned ia a fe v Day «- 

cl The Counteſs of Efex having no 
at Comfort but her Tears, nor Company 
OP bur her Fears, endeavoured, frem 
SY the Pity of her Guards, to have ſome 
I- 
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Intelligence of her Husband's Cords: 
tion. She was told, His Judges were 
appointed, and that he was in the | 
Tower. : Worſe News ſhe could not 
have. The 2. was irrecencilably | 
angry, nor could {he by Letter, convey 
with Safety. to ber Husband the Ad- 
vice ſhe thought fit for him. A Con- 
ference ſhe thought better, and Money | 
being a Charm ſeldom reſiſted, ſhe 
did by ſome Preſents of. Value, pre- 
vail with her Guards to ſerve her to- 
her Mind:. Having. fully poſſeſt em, 
ſhe neither defign'd her. own Liber- | 
ty, nor herHusband's, all ſhe deſir d 
was 2. Minute private Diſcourſe with 
Him, which. her Guards undertook, | 
and brought happily about. The | 
Guards at the Tower, gain d by their 
Companions, eaſily introduc'd the 
GConnteſs into her Husband's Chamber. 
He knew nothing of the Paſlages 
at White, Hall; but when he was 
told, He vt in a: ſem Days to appear 
before his Judges, he expected with 
great deal of Reſolution and Con- 
| f ſtancy, 
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57 
fancy, the end of his Misfortunes; 
comforting himſelf with the 75 gb. 
ze | of the Counteſs being retird. into 
"t | Scotland, but ſeeing her ſo near a 
„Danger he thought her ſo remote; 
Ah Madam! ſays he, with his Eyes 
1- | full of Tenderneſs, what came you to 
;- | look ſor in theſe fatal Places: And 
in whoſe Power was it to bring you 
e | hither? —— My Grief and my 
>- | Guards have brought me hither, — 
o-| Anſwers the Counteſs. What, Madam, 
„ | crys the Earl, are you the Queens 
-- | Priſoner? And does {Fe know we 
dare Married : Les, reply'd the Coun- 
bh | teſs mournfully, and is ſo angry that 
we are paſt hope: I was abſenting 
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e | my ſelf from you, as you deſir d me, 
r | but: the News. of your Death ſtopt 
e | my Retreat, and it was not in my 
' |  Powerto betake myſelf into a Place 
of Safety, there to attend the Iſſue of 
s | your Troubles, if it were not. in my 
Power to caſe ouof em. I thaught 
1 | it my Duty atleaſt to ſhare Wi h you 
- | .in em. This made me preſent my 
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ſelf to the Queen, and omit nothing 
that might move her Compaſſion, but 
ſhe prov d altogether inflexible. All 


Her, your Impatience has ruin d us : 


Had 9 not appear d, I had been at 
Liberty. By adexterons Fuſtification,| 
I had regain'd her Confidence, and you} 
ſhou'd bave, in a few Days, ſeen me 


come in ſearch of you in Scotland, but 
nom there's no Hopes, the Queen will 


Oh! be not a Sacrifice to her Anger 


Invent any thing in Excuſe of our 
Marriage. Diſown it if you pleaſe. | 
I will conſent to any thing rather | 
than have you condemn'd to Death. 


gave YOu, — 


Madam, ſays the Earl, interrupting 


Let her Baniſh me into any Part off 
the World; I will go moſt willing: | 
ly. And if it may conduce to your | 
Safety, make Uſe of the Pledge = | 
: Ab, 


- i 4 > ai Mk aca os MS we 


be reveng d. What ſaith the Coun - 
teſe, hath all I have done, tended} 
to your Ruin 2 Make Uſe of your] 
Advantages, I conjure you, The 
Queen till retains ſome tenderneſs | 
for you. You may eaſtly revive it. 


1. 
Ab, Madam! replies the Earl, 
can you give ſuch Advice to a Man 


who, you know, adores you? Have 


you found by any of my Actions, 


that llovemy Life more than Ilove 


you: No, Ilove my Life for nothing 


elſe, but to ſpend it with you, and 1 


will part with it, with all my Heart, 


Ven l muſt be depriv d of that Plea- 


ſure. My Fears were only for you, 


and can you believe I ſhall have the 
lueaſt Satisfaction in the Queen's Fa- 
vour, when her Jealouſy ſnould make 


her Baniſh you? Let it break out, 

let her ruin me, I will glory in my 
loving you, and telling it to her Face. 
I know the precious Gift ſhe beſtow d 
on me, leaves me ſome Hopes, and 
Imay make Uſe of it, but I'd do it 
with ſafety, and it may prevail for 


more than my Lite. I apprehend you 
ſays ths Connteſs, you wou d reſerve 


all for me, and negle& your own 


Saſety, but you cannot incur a Dan- 
ger, wherein I have not a Share, and 
| the Way to preſerve my Life, is to 
This 


ſecure yours: 


50 


This Diſpute had laſted longer, 
but the Connteſs's Guards minding 
her it was time to withdraw, she! 
d iſpos d herſelf to bid her Husband | 
Farewel. Their Separation was 
Moving, and accompanied with a- 
bundance of Tears, to which a Mul. 
titude of tormenting Inquietudes | 
ſucceeded, and uſher d in a Day, 
that inſtead of Diminiſhi ng, Height: 
ned their Sorrows... 
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HE Queen, though angry, 
gave no Order for Com- 
prehending the Counteſs 
| of Eſſer in her Husband's 
| Impezchmenr. The Morrow after 

their Conference, the Peers met 
in 


(56) 


in Weſtminſter-Hall, the Earls of II 


Eſſex, and Southampton, were 
brought before them by the Conſta- 
ble of the Tower. The particulars 
of the Tryal are ſet forth at large in 
the Hiſtories of the Time. It ſhall 
ſuffice to inſert here, That the Pri- 
ſoners being Charg d to have held 
Criminal Correſpondences with the 
Kings of Scotland and Spain, and 
entered into Secret Alliances with 
Tyrone, and Traiterouſly laid and 
carried on a Plot againſt the Queen s 
Authority, made a vety ſtout and 
reſolute Defence, 

As Politick as Cecil was, he could 
not hide the Malignity of his Inten- 
tions, but it was Obſerv'd, he was 
not only a ſevere.Judge, but a dan- 
gerous Enemy. The Heat and 
Animoſity he diſcover d againſt the 
E. of Eſſex, were anſwer d by him 
with a flight Reſolution, and un- 
daunted Conſtancy. Yet, for ali he 
could ſay in Juſtiication of himſelf, 
he was condema'd with the Forma- 

lities 


A... (Þ . . = » ©3 wy 


md SY bw | OO © bas bi 


n 


E 


667) 
lities uſual on ſach Occaſions. Sen- 

tence was pronounc'd by the Lord 

High Steward, That the Earls of 
Eſſex and Seuthewpton Were Guilty 
of High Treaſon, and [tould be Be- 
headed: The Earl of Eſex was not 
mov d in the leaſt, to hear himſelf 
nam'd, but appear d heartily Sorry 
to find the Earl of Southampton 
under like Condemnation, and Con- 
jur d the Judges to examin with leſs 
Severity, the Conduct of a Perſon, 

whoſe only Crime was, the Love 
he had for him. But not able to 
prevail, he melted into Expreſſions 
of the greateſt Tenderneſs in the 
World, for his Friend. 

The Qa being inform'd of the 
ondition of things, gave private 
rders to delay Execution. She 
was of a High Spirit, and highly 
Provok d, yet found it very diff- 
ult to raiſe- her Anger to a Pitch 
equal to her Tendernefs. 
| Cecil trembled to find the Execu- 
tion of a Sentence deferrd, which 
he 
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he had with ſo much pleaſure heard JI. 
pronounc d. The Counteſs of Not- | tl 
tingham was equally Allarmd. rc 
l The Proofs were but Slight againſt I ſa 
the E. of Southampton, and the Queen | #1 
| ſenſible his long Friendſhip with the I 
Earl of Efex, had chiefly engag'd | 6. 
him in the Matters in Charge, Par- 
don d his Life at the Requeſt of his | ſc 
Friends. th 
News was brought of it to the | to 
Earl of E/ex, whoſe truly Brave and ca 
Generous Soul immediately broke I t!: 
forth into ſincere Proetſtations, He Ice 
ſhould Dye now with Satisfation and | ta 
Content, ſince the Queen has owned by E, 
her Pardon, the Innocence of V. 
Southampton. or 
While the Earl of Eſex, expected Fre 
with a reſolute Conſtancy, the Ca- Ine 
taſtrophe of his Tragedy, the Coun- | el! 
fteſs, his Wife, was informd at Fdy 
White-Hall, he was Executed, Till Fin 
then ſhe believd it uncertain $ but Þth 
this News ſurpriz d her ſo terribly, Fry 
the fill d the whole Corrt with her 
Lamen- 
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Lamentations. The Queen heard 
them, but was not concern'd, as the 
reſt were for them. Let her Cry, 
ſays She, to the Counteſs of Not- 
tingham, ſhe muſt ſhed many more, to 
wipe out the Score of thoſe Tears ſhe 
hath coſt me. 

The Connteſs of Nottingham was 
ſo far from endeavouring to pacity 
the Queen; that all her Care was 
to keep up her Anger. And be- 
cauſe the was ignorant of many 
things le thought herſelf con- 
cern d to know; ſhe took Advan- 
tage of the Trouble the Counteſs of 
Eſſex was in, and made her frequent 
Viſits ; not to bemoan her Afflicti- 
ons, but to find out ſomething to 
render her more miſerable. It muſt 
needs have been an unparalel'd Cu- 
ety not to pity the handſomeſt La- 
dy on Eurth, appearing to our Eyes 
in 2 Condition more Deplorable 
than can be expreſs' d. She fell eve- 


ry Minute, for very Weakneſs, into 
D the 
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70 
the Arms of the Women about 
her; and recover'd herſelf not enly 
to lament the more pitifully, which 
affected all but the Counteſs of Not. 
tingbam, who ſaw all this with an 

Unconcernedneſs ſuitable to the 
Hardneſs of her Heart, Ah, Madam, 
ſays the Counteſs of Eſſex, as ſoon 
as {he ſaw her, Will you not uſe your 
Intereſt with the Queen, in favour 
of the Earl of Eſſex ? You know my 
Lord of Southampton hat his Par- 
don, replies ſhe, and the Queen, 

perhaps, will do as much for your 
Husband, Madam, ſays the Counte); 
of Eflex, it is not the Crimes charg- 

ed en my Husband, jouitly with the 

Earl of Southampton, ov thoſe com- 
mon to both, which makes the Qucen 

ine xorable. —— ——— To under- 

ſtand me, when I tell you, that there 
are certainly | ſore others] ſhe far 
more deeply reſents. And fhe hates 
the Earl of Eſſex rather the leſi for 
ie Attempts attributed to his Ambi # 

| lion, 7 


= 2 


DD r 


2 | 
tion, than his Ingagements with Me. 
But, Madam, Replies the Counteſs of 


Nottingham, willing to find out the 


Myſtery of their Love, {he was as 
yet Ignorant of, If yor thought the 
Queen would oppoſe it, or be unſatis- 
fied with it, why did you not quit 4 
Buſineſs wherein you were to expect 
nothing but .Crofſes : I you were ever 
in Love, ſays the Counteſs of Eſſex, 
You know very well, we have not al- 
ways our Wits about us, when we are 
deeply Ingag'd in Affection. Howevu- 
er, Madam, when I Married my Lord 
of Eſſex. I did not know the Queen 
was ſo much Concern'd tor him. 


Perhaps, Anſwers the Counteſs of 


Nottingham, I might do you ſome 
Service, were I throughly Acquainted 
with the particular Paſſages botmeen 
my Lord of Eſſex and You. I am 
not in a very fit Diſpoſition to Diſ- 
courſe You Madam ſays the Counteſs 
of Eſſex, But if I could by any Con- 
fidence, Prevail with you to do ſome- 
thing in our Behalf, I would give you 

| 2 ar 


( 72 ) 
an Account of all you Deſre. I will 
not promiſe you I (hall certainly pre- 
wail with the Queen — But, Madam, 
(adds the cunning Counteſs of Not- 
tingham) I will uſe my Intereſt and 
perhaps, Effect more than we have rea- 
Jon to hope for. — Have a good Heart 
Madam, do not deſpair ; The Queen 
3s Good, and I will Zealouſly Serve 
jou when I am Inſtructed what Courſe 
to take. 

The Counteſs of Eſex yielding 
to the Perſwaſions of her bittereſt 
Enemy, dry'd up her Tears; and 
after a ſhort pauſe, ſpoke to this 
purpoſe. 


Y Mother died very Young 
IVI leaving: no Child but me. 
My Father's Offices obliging him 
to a conſtant attendance at Court, 
be committed the Care of my Infan- 
ey to a Siſter of his that was ſettled 
about a Hundred Miles from Lox- 
don. He could not at that Diſtance 
lee me ſo often as he would, - 
| that 
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that when 1 came to Fonrteen 
Years of Age, he thought by diſ- 


poſing me in Marriage, to bring me 


nearer him. 

The Earl of Ratlaud had but one 
Son, and the intimate Friendſhip 
between my Father and him, in- 
duc'd them to think of a trier Al- 
lance. Our Fortunes were equal ; 
and the Earl of Ratland's Son being 
return'd out of Italy, his father 


acquainted him with Vis Defign of 


Marrying him, His Affection was 
no way ingag'd to the Contrary: 


And the Buſineſs was agreed on 


without my Knowledge, who was 
look d upon as too Young to be 


Conſulted with, in a Cauſe of that 
Nature. Yet, Madam, my Heart 


was ſenſible fo early, and capable 
of Diſcerning between Perſon and 
Perſon; and made it appear by ex- 
perience, Obedience and Affection 
do not always agree. 


The Eqripage of the Young) 


Gentleman was no ſooner-ready, 
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C74) 
but he came where I was. Being 
not in Love, nor expecting much 
Pleaſure in waiting on a Miſtreſs he 
had never ſeen, and was repreſent- 
ed to him as a Child, he Pray' d 
Three of his Friends to Honour his 
Nuptial with their Preſence. The 
Carl of E/zx, was one of them. 
When they Arrived, my Looks 
were divided between ſeveral Men, 
all much of an Age, and alike un- 
known to me. I knew well enough 
the Earl of Rutland's Son was de- 
fignd my Husband ; and I preſent- 
ly Wiſnd he were the Man whom 
F afterwards knew to be the Earl 
of Eſſex; at the firſt ſight of whom 
all my trouble for being Married ſo 
Young was preſently over. He was 
the firſt that ſpoke to me, and lookt 
on me more earneſtly than any of 
the others. This made me believe 
it was as I Wiſh'd. But I was ſadly 
Undeceiv'd, when the Young Earl 
of Rutland was Preſented to me. 
LE;jath'd and Sigh d, not. n 

by 
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the Cauſe. The Earl of Efex did 
alſo the like ; his Eyes went ſtill in 
Search of me, and I was not reſerv'd 
enough to Avoid them, TheTrouble 
I apperrd in was attributed to the 
Innocence of, my Age; and I quick- 
ly learnt to take Care to hide 
it. | þ 
Our Parents being Arrivd, We | 
> | were Married, without being ask d i 
by them, if we were Willing, The 
| | Earl of Rutland s Son Appeard 
" | Pleasd with his Fortune, and per- 
haps found me more Amiable than 
be expected. I, Madam, was fo in 
Love with the Earl of Efex, all i 
could do, was not to Hate my Hns- 
band. Yet I had the good Luck my 
Kindneſs for my Lord of Ei x was 
not ſo much as ſuſpected. 
Twas believ d, I was then fen- 
ſible of no other Pleaſures, but 
what Children Delight in; but no 
Age is a Stranger to Love. I quickly 
knew what it was to have a Kind- 
neſs ;. and ſoon Complained the Li- 
; | berty 
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(76). 
berty of my Inclination had been 
nſurpd upon | had little joy in be- 
ing fo far Miſtreſs of my felf, as to 


wiſh I could love my Husband, and 
endeavour it, and to have an indif. 
ference for the Ear] of Efex, for 
all my Efforts to that purpoſe were 
vain. 

The firſt Reſolution I took, was 


to avoid the Sjght of a Man, u ho- 


could only contribute to make me 
more Unhappy. And when he had 
taken his leave, with the reſt of my 
Lord of Rutland s Friends, I pray d 
my Father to ſpare my Youth for 
ſome time, and not to expoſe me fo. 
early to the Court, where I never had 


been; My Deſire was Granted, and 


when my.Father returnd for Lando, 
to Satisfy me, they took me to Rar. 
land. 
hut the Courſe I took, produc'd 
not the Effect I propos d. The Idea 
of the Earl of Ve accompanied 
me in my Solitude. And my Father- 
in⸗Law being Dead, we were 
force d 
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forcd to go to London, after a Leatt. 
ſtay in the Country. 


I trembled to think I ſhould ſee 
the E. of ſex again, and reſolvd 
with my-ſelf I would be the moſt 


retit d Perſon on Earth, to avoid all 
Occaſions of meeting him: When 
News was brought me, he wasgone 
with the Earl of Lzicefter into the 


Lom Countries, the Queen receiv d 


me with that Kindneſs ſhe uſually 


expreſſes to thoſe ſhe intends to 
Honour. 1 2dmir d her Merit, and 


the Pledfire to fee myſelf reſpected 
by her, ſuſpended a while my ſectet 
Inquictades. 


But within leſs than half a Tear 
my Father died, ſoon after my 


Husband :-I as much afflicted at 
theſe Loſſes: I bewailed my Fa- 


thers Death a long time: Aud 


if | had not for my Hu band that 
great Kindneſs, which is very ſel- 
dom met with in Marriages. of Obe- 
dience my Reaſon, and his Com- 


plaiſance, had fore d me to cſteem 
D 7 bim | 
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(78) 
him, and to expreſs Acknowledge. 
ments ſincere enough, to ſave me the 
Trouble of any juſt Reproach from 
my felf, or any other. 

The Queen having told me, She 
deſir d to have me near her, I quit. 
ted my Houſe for an Apartment in 
this Palace; and my Fortune, which 
was very conſiderable, gave me 
ſuch Charms, as drew about me 2 
Number of Suitors, who pretended 
a mighty Kindneſs for me; but were 


really rather a Trouble than Peaſure 


to me, 


In this Condition was I, when the I 
Earl pf / ex. return d to London. 


The Queen's Army had been Vic- 
torious, and ſhe order'd a publick 
Thankſgiving when the Generals ar- 


rivd. I waited:on her to St. Paul's, 


and had not the Power by any Con- 


federation; to be ſoreſerv'd; as not to 
ſingle out from all the Nobility in 


the Kingdom; the Earl of Eſex a- 
lone, to fix my Eyes on. 


The 


The Morrow he was one of the 


firſt to wait on the 


Queen. 


I was 


with her before ; and was mov'd at 
the Sight of him. We lookt on one 
another ſeveral Times with equal 
Concern. Madam, cry d he, as ſoon: 
as he could ſpeak to me, I have not 
had a Moment s Liberty to ſigniſy to 
you, how great a Share I bear in your. 


Loſſes. 


are ſorry for my Misfortnne. 


I believe, anſwerd I, Ton 


"Tis 


Natural for every one to be eoncern d 
for ſuch a Perſon as you are, adds he, 


but, Madam, I am much more con- 


. cern'd than any other. 


The Queen interrupted us, but in 
all the Reſpects the Earl of E/ex paid 
Her, I could not but obſerve his Eye 
was toward me. IconfeſsI was glad 
to ſee him ſo Eager, and perhaps I 


anſwer d him a little too ſoon ; but 
Iu asyoung, tender, and independent. . 


His Merits were then extraordinary, 


and he had the Advantage of my firſt 


Inclination. 


He came the ſame Day to ſce me 
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85 
in my Appartment, and fail'd no- 
to do it conſtantly afterwards. All 
his Actions perſwaded me at length 
that he lov d me; and it was not 
long e er he let me kno» it. 
Madam ſaid he one Evening, ha- 
ving brought me to my Chamber, 
after I had left the Cueen. Do you 
remember the time e accompany d 
the Earl of Rutland to your Conniry 
Houſe? I have not forgot, Sit, a- 
Jwered I, that you were one of them 
that did him that Honour: Is that all 
you remember of it; adds-he, Did 
you obſerve nothing in Eyes worthy 
yeur-Notice :- And was it poſſible you 


ſhou!d-inſpire into me ſo much Love, 


without ſceling the Power of it your 
felt > The Friendſbip I had for the 
E. Of. Rutland, and the Progreſs he 
nad made, prevented my ſpeaking 
af it. Tet Time and Abſence have 
but increas'd my Paſſion, and I pro- 
teſt ſincerely, from the firſt Moment 
If1w you. my Heart was never af- 


ded with any. but your ſelf. 


BN. 


a i. — — — , os. ͤ 


— 
+. 


*" = fa T 


> 


V. 


ed a co. . 


* r 4. =# 
—_ RR 


5 1 
A. Diſcourſe of this Nature may 
perhaps, be thought unſuitable to 
the Condition I was then in; who 
Mourned for a Father and a Hug» 
band, yet I had not the Power to be 
offended with it: The Earl of Effex 
aſlur'd me, Ihad gain d his Affection, 
I was willing to gain his, and Icar'd 
for no more. | 
You will give me leave, Madam, 
to paſs over my Aniwers, and tell 


you only, the Earl of He was: 
very well ſatisfied vw ith them, that 


we then ſettled the Correſpondence 


we have ſo long maintaind.; and 


that we found Occaſions and Op- 
portunities to Polliſh and Perfect 


"IK. 


Thus far you ſee me Fgnorant of 
the Queens Inclinations : I, as well 
as others, attribute the Favour we 
ſaw the Earl of He was in, to his 


Services, and his Dexterity in ſet- 


ting them out to Advantage. But in 
time I perceivd my Miſtake; and, 
as reſery d as the Q cen 4 as, found 
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(82) 
out the Myſtery, and tremble at the 
Diſcovery. 

The Earl of Ee had an elevated 
Soul, and capable of greatneſs. Am- 
bition might Rob me of him, and l 
was willing to fortify my ſelf againſt 
all Misfortunes, and to reſerve only 
an Eſteem for him. But what Hopes 
of doing that now, which all my 
Reaſon, and two Years Marriage 
had not eſſected | 

At laſt; Jealouſy ſucceed my 
Fears ; and I began to believe, the 

Reſpect the Earl of Fe had for 
the Queen, might proceed from a 

ſecret Affection. I fretted at this, 

and griev'd at the Heart. The Ear! 

perceiv d it, and ſolicited me long 

to tell bim the Canle. I refusd as 

long as I was able. I aw Jealous, 

faid I to him at laſt, with a little 

Heat, and afraid I ſhould loſe your 

Affection. 'Tis not an Onhappineſs, 

ſaid he, to ſee you love me ſo, as to 

donbt of me : But there is no Cauſe 

to queſtion my faithfulneſs, who er 
a 00 4. 


"x WE ITT EI IS Tl. TY , , c / © i 


- CT - | 
Lowd any but jon. The Qu. Loves 


jon, cry d I, and her Kindneſs for 
jon, with the advantage of her gran- 


deur, may be dangerous Temptations 
to your Perſeverance. The Qu. Love 
me, Madam! Replies he, How you 
Interpret Her Accuſtomed and Ordi- 
nar) Bounty, which hath perhaps, too 
Generouſty ay e m) Services 
beyond their Merits ? She is too 
Hanghty, and too great a Miſtreſs of 
herſelf, to fall into ſuch a Weakneſs. 
You know what Illuſtrions Alliances 
She hath ſighted ;, and are to believe 
ſhe's above the Reach of Love. There 
is not a Monarch upon the Earth, 
but I would prefer you before him, 
cry d I, and Meaſuring the Queens 


Afeckion by mine, I am eaſily Perſwa- 


aed, ſte may do ſo too, her Eje 1s al- 
ways upon you, maugre all her precau- 
tions and is never elſe ſatisfied, and I 
have obſervd ſome Sighs from her 
which a Heart concern d as mine can- 
not hear without Trouble, Idid not till 
nom ſeno v bow happy I was, ſas the 5 
| 0 
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of Eſex, but your Jealouſy makes 
me Senſible of it. Vet, Madam, give 
me leave to aſſure you. you have no 
Cauſe of it. Were the Qu. Weak, as 
you imagine; did (ſhe oer me her 
Crown and her Kindneſs, I would 
by my Refulal, let you ſee, tho ! 
have Ambition, my Love tor you in- 
finitely exceeds it To ſatisfy you 
of your miſtake, allo me to procure 
her Conſent to our Marriage. You 
have Mourned ſufficiently to avoid 
all mputations of indecency. [tis in 
your Power to make me the happieſt 
of Men, and to clear the Doubts 
you have of my Faithfulneſs. 

[ was far from oppoſing the Pro- 

al he made, and 1 was not fully 
convinc d the Queen Was in Love 
with him; yet, 1 thought if ſhe 
was he knew it not. g 

To let you ſee, adds he, I will not 
Conceal from you, any Kindneſs the 
Queen hath ex preſt for me, I declare 
I ſacrifice to you one of the Hand ſo- 


me ſt Ladies of the Court who hath a. 


thouſand Ways invited my Love. 


685) 
I preſt him to let me know her 
Nan, but he Conjurd me to be 
Satisfied With what he had ſaid ; 
and not to force him to any further 
1 I gave over preſſing 
im. 


*The Counteſs of Nottingham 
* Bluſh'd at this part of the Diſ- 
* courſe, having Reaſon to believe. 
her ſelf the Perſon intended. She 
* Hated him the more for it ; but 
* had the Command of herſelf, 
not to Interrupt the Counteſs 
* of Eſſex, who proceeded in her 
Story.] | 

This Freedom of the Earl put 
an end to my Suſvicions. I leit 
him to take his Time for ſpeaking, 
tothe Q een; When he went to 
Thank her for the Governmeat of 
freland beſtow'd' on him, he retur- 
ned to me with a Tranſport of Joy, 
to tell me, The Queen had not only 
© Confented to his Deſires, bit inten- 


Ded to make the Earl of Leiceſter 
| | King 


3 

King of England. This quieted 
. my Spirit, and made me acknow- 

' ledge, I had no Cauſe to be Jealous. 
We ſpent ſome Days wüh a 
great deal of Pleaſure; but were 
Cruelly interrupted by the Order 


the Earl of Eſſex received to go into 


France, to Command the- Forces 
the Queen ſent in Aid of that King, 


I had not time to expreſs my Grief 


to him, or to be a Witneſs ot his: 
We parted in Haft: ; and then it 
was I repented I'd Believe him: 
and that the Qicens Coldnels to- 
wards me Convincd m2 of the 
Truth of my former Suſpicion ; 
and that her ſending away the Earl 
of Eſſex, was but to remove him 
from me. 

I left the Court as ſoon as I could 
with Decency ask the Qi. Leave, 
to Retire into a Houſe of my Fa- 
ther's, about fifty Miles from Long 
don—— I will not tell you how | 
was Allarmd at the News of the 


Earl of Eſexs Death, in his Re- 


turn, 
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turn from Spain, nor how we Writ 
o one another, in his Abſence. I 
was ready to Dye for Grief, when 
he arrivd at my Houſe more Re- 
ſpectful, and more Amorous than 
he had ever appear d. 

He would have put me 8 
Opinion concerning the Qu. but [ 
ſeverly maintain d it True ; ; and, 


when 1 had Convinc'd him of it, he 


oferd to leave England, it 1 would 
Name a Place, where we might 
Live quietly. I had then AfcRion 
enough to incline me to Conſent to 
this Propofal ; but Conſidering it 
Unjuft in me to ſpoil the Progreſs 
of his Good Fortune, and put a 
Period to his Hopes, 'by an unex- 
eſable Retreat, I told him it was 
Impoſlible : And uſhering with a 
vigh the Advice I was going to 
give him, Forget me Sir, ſaid I, 

for I ſee your Fate will force you 

to it. The Queen will ſtill croſs 


dus, and never want Pretcnce to 


ſeparate us : Tis better breaking 
olf 


* Deſign to our Prejudice, you wil! 
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off an Engagement, that ſuits not 
with your Affair. Nothing in the 
World can be a greater Mis ort une 
to me, but | will ſubmit to it, it it 
be for your Good. You ſuſpect me 
of Indifference (ſaid he interrupting 
me) and yoda have the Cruelty to 


ad viſe me to it. Did you Love 


me more, you would know me bet- 
ter : And, were | capable of doing 
an unjuſt thing, I believe youwould 
exhort me to forgive you, for no 
other Cauſe, but that you might 
think of me no more. But, Madam, 
to ſhorten our Diſcourſe, and our 
Doubts which almoſt makes me 
Mad, Believe it, I Love you above 
all things in the World, there is a 
ſure and eaſy way to ſatisfy you 
of it; You are not willing ro go 
wi h-me out of England, and yet 
you are ſtill afraid of the Qiecn. 
Let us Marry privately, and Con- 


ceal it till we ſee a more favoura- 


time, this will Fruſtrate the Qa-en 


no 
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no longer Doubt of my Affection, 
and if the Buſineſs be diſcover'd 
tis but flying out of the Reach of 
the Reſentments we fear. 


I was ſtrangely mov'd at this Diſ 
courſe, every thing then oblig d me 
to believe him. Yet conſidering it 
would reflect upon my Reputation 
to be privately Married, I was afraid 
to conſent. The Earl complain'd 
of me; I cryd: Love was our Ar- 
bitrator, and decided the Contro- 
verſy in his Favour. After long Re- 
ſiſta nce, | agreed to a private Mar- 
riage, on Condition the Earl would 
go for London on the Morrow, and 
appear diſengag d to the Queen from 
all the Kindneſs he had for me. We 
agreed to be Married at the Earl of 
dont hampton s, his particular Friend, 


 Iwhere J was to ſtay, while he went 


for London. Thus we parted. He 


took London Road, I went for 


Southampton, attended by Tracy, and 


a Domeſtick of the Earl of Eſſexs, 
. in 
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in whom he reposd an entire Con. 
fidence. 

As the Earl was on the Road, he 
had Leiſure to conſider what Mea- 
ſures to take. My Ld. Southampton 
came to receive me at his Houſe; 
where the E. of Eſſex arriv'd ſoon 
after he had obtain'd Leave from the 
Queen to abſent,himſelf for a few 
Days. 

We are now come to the Inſtant 


that uſher d in our Croſſes. We. were 


married in the Preſence of my Ld, 
Southampton, Tracy, and ſome Wo- 
men of mine, and a Kinſman of the 
Earl of Eſſex. He gave me an Ac- 
count how the Cueen had receiv'd 
him, and began to confeſs, he be- 
liev'd [he lov'd him. 

He ſtaid but fix Days at Soxth- 
ampton, in which time we agreed 
what Courſe to take. ; 

I was too far from London to fcc 
the Earl often, without diſcover 
ing our Correipondence, And no- 


thing ſcem'd more proper to con- 
ceal 
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ceal it than a Houſe he had within 
few Miles of London, on the Thames 
fide : It ſtood alone, and was ſtrong 
enough to prevent a Surprize. 
Having ſettled my Affairs, I was 
conducted thither by my Ld. South- 
amplon and Tracy, while the Earlof 
Eſſex returnd for London. 

Nothing could be more pleaſant 
than the Solitude 1 was in. My 
Lord of Eſſex came to ſee me eve- 
ry Day : And I ſpent there two 
Yeats without a Moment's Trouble, 
At laſt, an Accident happend that 
miſerably perplex d us. 

The E. of Eſex had abundance 
of Enemies who malignd him; 
and for all his Caution, they obſer- 
ved his extraordinery Aſſiduity for 
the Houſe I was in. They told the 
Queen of it. She was difturbd at 


lit, more perhaps, for the Suſpicion 
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he had of ſome private Gallantry of 
bis there, than for thoſe Matters they 
vould have poſſeſt her with. 
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Igave her no Trouble: The Earl's | ; 
Diſengagement with my pretended | ( 
Journey into Fance, had ſecur d her 1: 
as to me. Yet ſhe was reſolv d to 
go ſee whether the Earl frequented | | 
the Houſe only tor the Pleaſure of o 

Place, or ſome hidden Cauſe. 2 
Oue Day, as the Earl was with Ic 
her, ſhe gave Orders, her ordinary 
Retinue ſhould be ready to wait on by 
her, I have long had a Mind to fee Ig 
your Country-Houſe, ſays ſhe to the 
* Farl, | have had a very pleaſant 
* Deſcription of it : The Weather 
is fair, and I believe a Walk ſo 
far may do me Good. 

You may imagine the Fears this 
put the Earl in: He durſt not open- 
ly oppoſe herDefign, but endeavour'd 
to divert her, by ſaying, © His Houſe I 
* deſervd not the Pains ſhe would 
take in going ſo far, 

When he ſaw her reſolv'd upon 
it, he begd Leave to go before, to 
put things in order for her Recep-þ 

tion. 
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tion. No, { ſays ſhe] yon ſhall be my 
Guide : Theres no need of Prepara- 
tian. 

The Earl at theſe Words trembled 
for me. He was depriv dof all means 
of Precaution, and the Concern he 
appear d in, made the Queen more 
Curious. , 

Imagine what a Trouble he was in 
by the Way, and how often he wiſht 
ſomething might hinder their Arri- 
yal. ButFortune favour'd the Queen's 
Deſigns ſo far; that they came ſafe to 
the Houſe, and ſhe would preſently 
go and ſee the Lodgings. The Earl 
aſtoniſh d, gave her bis Hand. The 
Chamber I us'd, was the beſt of the 
* JHouſe, and the firſt the ueen ſtaid 
at: The Earl ſeeing no Remedy, 
ſteps to the Door, which he found 
open, contrary to Cuſtom, and was 
pleafingly ſurpriz'd, to find only 
[racy there, ſleeping, or rather pre- 
ending to ſleep, on a Couch. He 
vas quickly awak d, and having ex- 
preſt his Surprize, and Reſpect, im 
vediately withdrew. E Tbe 
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The Earl of Eſſex, who thought 
him at London, began to take Heart, 
fancy ing his good Genius had re- 
veal 4 the Adventure to Tracy. 
But anew Trouble areſe, my Picture 
hung in the ſame Room, under 2 Cur- 
tain. The Queen ask d, If it was not 
the Earl's? He anſwer'd, with ſome 
Trouble, It was not. The Qa-er 
drew the Curtain, and ſaw her If 
Drawn at length, where the E 
thought my Picture would appear. 
Then it was he was perfwaded the 
Faithful Tracy had an Intimation of 
the Journey. 
he Queen expreſt ach Joy to ſee 
her Picture in the Farl's Chamber. 
From the Houſe ſhe went into to 
the Garden, took a ort Repaſt, dur- 
ing which, Tracy found the Opportu- 
iy to w igen the Earl, He need 
not trouble himſelf, - and return d to 
London without the leaſt Suſpicion. 
Thus Matters paſs'd 6n their Sides. 
As to ours, the very Inſtant the Queen 


told the Earl of Eſſex, ſhe woul 1 15 | 
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come in good Time, to go with the 


the Equipage. 


Jznd then chang'd the Queen's Pic- 


| ( 935 ) | | 
bis Houſe, the Earl of Southampton 
was at her Chamber-Door. Hou are 


Queen to the Earl of Eſlcx's, ſays the 
Officer who was going to provide 


The Earl of Southamptom by theſe 
few Words, quickly diſcover'd the 
Storm that threatned his Friend: 
And to provide a Remedy: Jam not 
very well, ſaid he to the Officer, per- 
haps the Queen may command me to 
wait on her, I will not go into her Pre- 
ſence. Pray let her not ſenom you have 
ſeen me. Ihe Officer promis d the 
ſhould not, and Southampton haſten'd 
to the Earl of Eſſex s, to tell Tracy, 
who immediately took the beſt 
Horſe his Maſter had, and rode ſo 
faſt, that he was with me betore the 
Queen left London. 

I was not 2 little tronbled at the 
News. Tracy hid me and my Wo- 
men, in a Quarter, where was na 
likelyhood, ot our being diſcover;d, 


ture for mine. E 2 That 
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That Evening the Earl of Eſex's 
came to ſee me, and gave me an Ac- 
count of the Torteres he had that 
Day endurd for me; and how 
Southampton and Tracy deliver d 
him ont of them. 
The Iriþ rebelld, I lay in at that 
time. The Earl of E/ex, who lov'd 
me noleſs than his Glory, had with- 
in bimſelf deſperate Conflicts. His 
Duty prevail'd : He defird he might 
command theArmy,the Queen grant- 
edit, and the ſame time declar'd her 
Affection for him, which I was be- 
fore but too well afſur d of. She 
gave him abundance of very kind 
Expreſſions, and (to confirm the 
Truth of them) a Ring, which till 
leaves the poor Earl of Eſſeæ ſome 
Hopes. | | 

He was ſufficiently prepared to 
manage the Queen : And you ſee, 
by this time, Madam, whether he 
was not under a neceſlity of fome 
Diſſimulation. 

He gave me a faithful Account — 
ee al 
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all that paſs d between em, and being 
fearful for me in his abſence, he re- 
ſolv d to remove me, and to go him- 
ſelf out of England, if Matters were 
diſcover d. 
This put him in Search of ſome 
Places of Refuge. The King of Scots 
promis d him among others, the 
Palace of Dimburg. The Earl of Jy- 
rone made him many Propoſals, but 
certain it is, he never hearken'd to 
any of them. | 
I was weak when he left me, and 
oblig'd to recover a little Streagth, 
before I would undertake a Voyage 
for Scotland. 
I was on my way, Fortune ſtay'd 
me, the Earl of Eſſex s was Charg'd 
with ſeveral Matters, and the Queen 
prepoſleſt by our Enemies, took our | 
, |} innocent Precautions for Crimes, fb 
Atlaſt, Madam, the Earl was forc d 
to come and ſhut himſelf up in the F 
place where Lwas, and was reſolv'd | 
to periſh in defence of me. Li 
You know what follow'd, Conſi- 
E 3 der: 
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der the Frights I was in, amidſt fo 
much Troubleand Blood I ſaw every 
Day ſpilt. 

The Earl conjur'd me ing eſſantly 
to quit a place where he could not 
make any long Defence, inOppoſition 
to ſo many Forces, as were imploy d 
to take it. 

[| exhortcd him to yield, and im- 
plore the Queen's Goodneſs. He 
Proteſted, He would ncver do it, till 
1 war in a place of & * 

Thus was l forc'd to leave bim and 
80 for Dimbourg h. The faithful {racy 
wha. hould have conducted me 
thither, had periſh'd already in main- 
caining the Intereſt of his Maſter. 

The Farl of EH. committed me 
to the Charge of one of hs Kinſmen, 
they forc'd me out of his Arms, to 
put me on board a Boat that waited 
tor us on the Thames, and was to car- 
ry us to the piace where our Con- 
voy attended us. 

My Fears,and my Grief put me into 
2 Fever. This taid me ſome Days, at 
a 
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a little Village, where I had News of 


the Earls Impriſonment, end the 
Queens Reſolution co ruin him: 


The Extremity of my Deſpair put 


me on the Reſolution of Preſenting 


my ſelf tothe Qace::. and endeavour» 
ing to obtain fom: Favour by an in- 


genious Conti. ſton, but Madam. yo 
kno, I found in her no Difocfitior n 
to Pardon us. 

My Conduct hath produc d a ter- 


rible effect, And | may juſtly reproachꝭ 


my ſelf, to have been the Cauſe of 
all my Lord of Efex's Misfortuncs. 
This Diſcourſe ended in Tears. 
TheConnteſs of Nottingba 1301014 ſmall 
care to ſtop t hem: She was roo much 
concern d in more than one part of 
the Story, which he zightened her 
Fury: And ke of 2 C ountels of 
Eſex to the Horror of Deſpair, {ie 
returned to the Queen, w hom he 
found almoſt drown'd in Tears. She 
usd all her Arttorevive the Queen s 
Anger, and by her.cruel Addra's, ef- 
facted her Defign, without ſaying a 
word directly againſt the Criminal. 
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Cecil and ſhe, were Tormented to 
fee the Execution delay d. 
- What ſhall we do, Madam, ſays 
he to her, if the Queen, in the very 
heighth of her Anger, will not give 
way that Juſtice be done. What are 
we to expect when her Anger is o- 
ver? What are we not to tear from 
her Love if it once get the Maſtery 
of a Heart as hers is Tis no where 
fo Imperious, no where ſo abſolute, 
and I very much doubt whether all our 
Cantion can prevent the ill effects of it, 


Ir a word, condemu d as the E. of Eſſex 
- 3s, by an auguſt Aſſembly, tis poſſible he 
may recover his former Favour with the 
Queen, and utterly ruin ns, as ſoon as 
he ſets footing at Court. I ſhall ſtir my 
felf a little e er that comes to paſs (lays 
the Counteſs of Nottingham) I have 
the Queen's Ear: — And I know how 
to ſpeak, I am not ſuſpsFed., nor am 1 
a ſtranger to the /ecrets of the one or the 
other: Tet we are not to flatter our 
fſelves, the Earl of Eſlex is Maſter of 

his. Fortune, if be Petition, the 275 
WII. 
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will noi have Power to deny him. 


he hath a Pledge, which gives h m an 


abſolute Power over Her: But, Thanks. 


to his Pride he will not make uſe of it, 
befides whom can he employ in an Affair 
of this Nature, but we can eaſily cor- 
rupt . Imi not leave the Queen, and Ill 
pawn my Life, III ſecure all with her, 
Do your part, and let s not be ſurprix d. 

Cecil knew the Counteſs of Not- 
tingbam too well to doubt of what 
ſhe ſaid, he parted better ſatisfied; 


and thought of nothing but what 


flatter'd their common Hatred a- 
gainſt Eſſex. | | 
The Queen had a very ill Night, 


tormented equally with Sickneſs and 
Trouble. She confider'd the Unfaith- - 


fulneſs of the Earl of ex, his Plot. 
ting againſt her Authority, his pri- 
vate Marriage, his giving hFnſelt 


wholly up to the Pleaſures of: it, 


while he pretended ts be entirely at 
her Devotion, and his Pride in the 
Depth of his Misfortunes. 


E 53 She 


res) 
She thought ſometimes theſe Re- 
fections ſtrong enough to enable her 
to ſee him Dye. But preſently the 
pleaſant Idea of him the wou d de- 
ſtroy, bis Merit, his Services, and the 
Natural Inclination ſhe had for him, 
inſpir d her again with more gentle 
Reſolution. She thought it better to 
ſee him a Criminal, than never ſee 
him more. The Thoughts of his Exe- 
ention put her almoſt beſides herſelf, 
tho'it was in her Power to prevent it, 
The Counteſs of Nottingham Was 

as wakeful as the Queen, tho' for 
very different Reaſons, and waiting 
on her in the Morning as uſual, You 
find mein a lamentable Condition, ſays 
the Queen, and if you help not to com 
vort me, I ſhall not be able to endure it 
much longer. The Wretch who cauſeil 
me all this Trouble, ts always before my 
yes, in the moſt pitiful Condition itu- 
aginable, Ir it poſſable I ſhould do 
nothing for him in ſuch an Fxtremity* 
Shall I permit him to periſn, as if I de 
wot value him more than another, when 
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I 7 declar d to him,'l lu bim 
Shall I reproach y felf one Day with 
Cruelty, to have forſaben him when it 


was in my Power to ſave hint? Whas 


jour Majeſty ſhall be pleas d to do in 


his Favonr, replies the Counteſs of Not- 
tingbam, will be the more Generous, 
for = he hath not ſolicited it. if he 


petition d. jour Bounty would be look d. 
on as an Effet of your Pity, and 
his Submiſeon : But now it will pro- 


ceed purely from your Goodneſs. 


Theſe Words effected partly what 
ſhe aimd at. The Qucen bluhd, 


and. was ſilent a while, 
It muſt be confe)s'd (proceeds the) 


That to do all for him, without putting 
him to the coſt of one Sign of Repen- 
tance, is to. approve of his Pr ide, and 


incourage bim to car it on to the 


higheſt Extremities. He would have 


my Kindneſs Ao all and without any 
Neelie on the Outrage, he hath done 


me, he believe, [ hall t ink my ſelf to- 


happy in holding the Exe utioner's 


Hand. Never doubt, Madam, (ſays the 


Caunleſs) 
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Connteſs) but he makes account to tri- 
umpb ſtill over that Goodneſs your Ma- 
Jeſty bath always made appear towards 
hin. Had be been carried from Weſt - 
minſter to the Scaffold, had you gi ven 
hint a Sight of that ſcene of Death; and 
Pardon'd Southampton, without Re- 
ſpiting the other's Execution, he had 
been glad to make uſe of any Means in 
hit. Power to move you to Mercy: But 
he knows the Power he had over Ton; 
and pretends, that by receiving a Par- 
don; He vouchſafes not to Petition for, 
all the World will believe him inno- 
cent. But Madam, if Matters be car- 
ried on thus, What-will be thought of 
the Juſtice of the Kingdom, what will 
the World judge of your Majeſty * 
There is not a Perſon ignorant of this 
Adventure; and if the Earl of Eflex, 
without acknowledging his Crimes, ſees 
himſelf at Liberty, will it not be ſaid, 
That England is Govern d by aQueen 
_ ſo diſereet as Fame reports her 
to be? | 


En At 
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At this Cecil arriv d and fortify d 
extreamly the Counteſs of Notting- 
hams Party, he ſeconded her with 
all the Art of a cruel Eloquence to 
perſwade the Queen ſhe was concern'd 
in Honour the Earl of Eſſex ſhould die. 

The Queen ina Pet, conſented he 
ſhould be Executed ſuddenly ; and 
Cecil loſt no time, in carrying Her 
Orders to thoſe who were to be 
Actors in the Exciution. 


The Ear! of Eſſex, as the Counteſs 


of Nottingham had ſhrewdly gueſs d, 
had no Thoughts of Petitioning for 
a Favour, which, in all probability, 


the Queerrs Kindneſs would of it ſelf 


freely grant him. But when he faw 
himſelt on the point of being carry'd 


to the Place of Execution, he thought 


it his Duty not to neglecł the Medi- 
eines he had in his power, to bring 
about the Queen. Then he reſolv'd 
to implore her Mercy, and put her 


in mind of her Promiſes and Oaths, 
And knowing the Counteſs of Not. 


ting bam was her Favourite and Con- 


fident 
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fident, though he had Cauſe to be- 
lieve, ſhe had no great Kindneſs for 
him, he was perſwaded the might 
have Generoſity enough to ſerve him 
in this important Mediation. 

He ſent to deſire. the Favcur of a 
Viſit from her. The Counteſs impa- 
tient to know the Cauſe, went directly 
to him, without acquainting the 
Queen, 

Who buta Barbarian, could have 
ſeen the Earl of Eſſeœ s Perſon, and 
at the ſame time know his Mistor- 
tune, without being melted into 
Compaſſion ? Yet the Counteſs ot 
Nottingham, at the ſight of him, was 
all Cruelty and Revenge, but, feig- 
ning ſome ſweetneſs, he gave him 
. a way todeclare himſelt thus, 

Can you Madam, pardon the moſt un- 
fortunate of Men, the Trouble he give; 
you, at a time when he hath no Ca to 


flatter himſelf you have any remains of 


Kindneſs for him, yet nothing can le 
nom of agreater Advantage to me, than 
your Protection. I know the Power you 

have 
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bave ever the Q. and would you be 

pleas'd io jon it tomy Sorrow and Re- 
pentance for having offended her, I 
doubt mot but we may prevail much, 
Tell her then Madam, continues he, 
putting his knee to the Ground, That 
you have ſeen we in this ſuppliant Poſ- 
ture, full of Grief for having deſery d 
her Hatred. Reſtore ther this Ring which 
I have kept, and intreat her to Remem- 
ber the Promiſes ſhe made when ſhe gave 
it me. I beg my Life by this Pledge, 
and ſhe cannot deny it me, without 
forgetting ber Oaths. I can no longer 
l'ok on Life as a thing pleaſant to me; 
but a miſerable Wife, and the Intereſt 
of Hon, preſs me to continue it as long 
as | can. I cannot think the Innocence 
of the one, nor the Infancy of the other, 


needs my Juſtification. The Favpur to 


be begg d of the Queen. is for me alone. | 


The Counteſs of Nottingham was 
tranſported with Joy to ſee the Earl: 
truſt her with the Ring, which had 
fo many times Allarm d ber, and 
whofe Power Cecil was (till _— 
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She frankly Promis d what ſhe had 
not the leaſt Intent to do for the E. 
of Effez, added feign'd tears to her 
falſe Promiſes, and affurd him ſhe 
would dire&ly go uſe her utmoſt In- 
tereſt with the Queen in his Favour, 

But inſtead of going to the Queen 
to give her an Account of her Viſit, 
ſhe went to Cecil, who waited for her, 
prais'd her Cruelty, and had the plea- 
ſure to ſee in his Power, the ſole Ob- 
ſtacle againſt Ee s Death. They 
went together to the Queen, who 
asking, How Eſſex receiv'd her laſt 
Orders: 

He was never obſerv'd fo haugh- 
ty, Madam, anſwers Cecil, be cannot 
prevail with bimſelf to ſhew the 
leaſt fign of Repentance, He thinks 
of nothing but his Wife, and She is 
the whole Subject of his Diſcourſe 
to thoſe who go to him. Let him 
die then, let him Periſb, (ſays the 
Queen, very angry) ſince he will have 
it o. Let me be eas d of the torment» 


ing Uncertainties and Diſquiets I am 
| under 
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under, — I am no longer againſt his 


Execution. 


This zealous Miniſter was unw1l-. 


ling to leave theQueen the leaſtTime 
of Reflection. And white the E. of 
F ſex was in e of the Ef- 
fẽct of the Promiſes of the unfaithful 
Counteſs of Nattineham, Proviſion 
was made for his Execution in the 
Tower, to avoid a Rebellion among 
the people, who lov d him. | 


His Soul was naturally great, an 


di cover'd not the leaſt Weakneſs j in 
the laſt Extremity. 

Never did Man go to bis Death 
with more Conſtancy and Firmneſs, 


he did not murmur in the leaſt, a- 


gainſt the Queen, tho he might have 
reproach'd her with Promiſes. He 


mounted the Scaffold reſolutely, un- 


dreſs d himſelf, recommended his 
Family to tho'e about him, and hav- 
ing drawn Tears from all Eyes that 
were Spectators of that laſt Act of 
his Life, he receiv'd his Death, with- 
out lo much 48 giving leave bi Eyes 
itould be cover d. Thus 
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Thus dy'd this famous Favouritc 
of Queen Elizabeth, one of the bet 
quali::ed Men in the World, and a 
Man u ho had been too happy, bad 
not Love had too great a Power 
over him. | 
Soon after the Queen had conſent- 
ed he (ſhould be Executed, ſhe telaps d 
into her former Irteſolutions, and, 
after a ſharp Conflict within her elf, 
ſhe reſolv d to pardon him, and ent 
an Officer of her Guards to forbid 
their proceeding further, but it was 
too late, Cecil had foreicen what 
might happen, and crucily provided 
againſt the Effects of her Relapſe in- 
to former Kindne's., The E. of Eſſe 
was already executed, and that was 
the Anlwer he carry d the Queen, 
I ben it was the loſt her ordinary 
Moderation ; then her Griei broke 
out publickly. 
Cecil, ſays (he, What Miſchief has 
Jour barbarous Leal and Impatience 
done me! | 


With 
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Wich that ſhe burſt out into Tears, 
nd would not indure the Careſſes 
or Comforts of any about her. 

While the Qucen abhorr'd herſelf 
or the Orders herAnger had given 
Cecil, who had fo faithfully caus'd 
them to be executed, enjoy'd the 
Pleaſure of having procurd them : 
and, the Counteſs of Nottingham 
triumph'd in berfelf, for the revenge 
She had taken of One who had all 
long i:ighted her Charms. 

Tis impoſſible to expreſs the Grief 
of the Counteſs of Efex, the moſt 
ſony Hearts had Tears for her, The 
(), whoſe Anger was dead with the 
Earl, {ent to comfort her, and aſſure 
her, ſue M as at her Liberty, and might 
diſpoſe of her Husband's Eſtate. 

Let her take My Life, and keep her 
Pity to herſelf, ſays the mourning 
Counteſs to the Queen Meſſenger, 
He hath robb d me of all that made 
ny Liſe dear unto mu: and tis not in 
ber I'ower to repair the Miſchief ſhe 
bath done me. 

The. 
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The Earl of Efex's his Friends pi 
finding her at preſent incapable off 
Comfort, even from them whom [te . 
eſteem d bighly, for their Love to 0 
the Earl, took her from London, inhlhin 
Hopes that Time might make her Sul. ee 
ceptible of that Conſolation, whichſkec 
the Violence of her preſent Sorrow it 
renderd altogether vain: Ri 
As for the Queen, ſhe lanzuiſh'dho 
out the Reſt of her Life: The onlyJwj 
Comfort ihe had, was to think the ng 
Earl of Eſſex had ſlighted her to hishe! 
Death, and never wn her any Sub- 
miiſſion. of 
The Connteſs of Nottingham had 1 
but ſmall Joy of her Faithleſs Life. | 
A violent Malady ſeized her, andf 4 
made her ſenſible of the Horrours | 
of Death: Remorſe of Conſcience pu 
tormented her, the Ghoſt of the late P/ 
Earl of Eſex, whoſe Death her 


Cruelty occaſion d, ſeem d to Haunt ſthe 
her inceſſantly. And being at the haft. 
point of Death, ſhe could not depart, Ea 


without acknowledging her Crime 
| l [40 
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dato the Queen, Having begg'd one 
otMoment's. Audience, ſhe Confeſt all 
beſchat had paſs d between the Earl of 
tog ex and her, the Love ſhe had for 
inſpim, the Implacable Hatred that ſac- 
A eeded it, and her Perfidiouſneſs in 
chſteeping the Ring he had truſted her 
W3with. With that ſhe preſented the 
Ning to the Queen, who was ready 
dſto dye at the receiving it, and was 
ly ithin very little of making the Dy- 
19fing Counteſs feel the Violence of 
113Jher Reſentment, g 
b· Wretch! cryes ſhe, with Looks full 
of Indignation,what Remorſe haſt thou 
ad xpos d me to, Whether Heaven will 
e. herdon thy Crimes, I know not; (ure 
101 am, I ſball never forget them, 
IS} Having thus ſaid, the Queen went 
ce out, and the Counteſs in few Hours 
teIDyed. 
ri This provd a Mortal Blow to 
nt the Queen's Health; u ho not long 
better dyed Uncomforted for the 


rt, Earl of Ex. 
1 N 
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Cecil 
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Cecil had. Lov'd the Counteſs of 
Nottingham too well to be ſo eaſil 
Comforted tor hers 
By the Death of Queen Elizabeth, 
the Crown of England pa! 'sd into the 
Illuſtrious Houe of the Stuarts, 
whole Right it as. And King 
James, after a Glorious Re: on, le fe 
it to his Poſterity, for the repole 
of his Kingdom. 
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off BOOKS, Printed for James 
| Hodges, at the Looking-glaſs 
ON pr bridge. 


he 1. HE Toutl 1 's Aſſiſtant 1 in the Are 
#3 of Numbering: Being an wn. 
Method of Arith! mctick in all its Parts 
Vulgar and Decimal. Where in the Lo. ng | 
* Schol ar is inſtructed in all the Rules con- 
VF tained in that moſt valuable Science, in a 
very ſuccinct, but plain and tamil:ar Man- 
ner, illuſtrated with various Examples. 
Drawn up aud defign'd for the Ule of 
Schools, with the Approbation of many 
School-naſters, and Fans skill'd in 
Numbers. By V tam Markham, School 
maſter, 2. The firſt Book of Atchice&are, 
by Andrea Palludio, tranſlated from the 
Italian, with an Appendix on Doers and 
Windows, By P. Le Mut, Architect to 
the French King, lilafirared with above 
Seventy Copper Plates · Price bound 45. 
3+ A New Deſcription of all the Counties 
in England and Wales, Containing all the 
Fairs, Markets, OG more plain and eaſy 
than yer een, Price 1 . 6 d. 4. A 
New VI ie and Obſexvatious ou the An- 
tient and Preſent State of Lenden and 
W-Rminſter, with Cuts and the Arms of 
tg 
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the 69 Companies, Curio.ſly Engrav'd. 
5. New Remarks of Lindon, or a Survey 
of Lonlon and Weſtminſter, Southwark, 
and part of Middleſex and Surrey, being 
an Account of all the S reets, Lanes, A.“ 
teys, Courts, Yards, &c. Within the Bills 
of Mortality, by the Company of Pariſh 
Clerks. Price bound 2 5. 6 d. 6. Ship- 
bnilding Unveil'd in Folio, By Midiam 
Sutherland, Author of the Ship Builders 
Aſſiſtant. 7. The Young Man's Calling, 
er the whole Duty of Youth. Price 
bound 1s. 6 d. 8. The Carpenters 
Rule made eaſy, By John Darling, Price 
25. 9. TheScaman'sSpeculum, or com— 
pleat Art of Rigging a Slup, Price bound 
15 6 d. 10, All the Books formerly 
Printed for Thomas Crouch, gererally 
known by the Name of Burton's Boks. 
iz. Allo all choſe lately Printed for 
Giff,rd in Old-Bedlam. Likewiſe al! 

Sorts of Bibles, Common Prayers, ©... 
Wholeſale and Retail 
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Q. Elizabeth 


By a Perſon of Quality, 
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